
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1.   Background  

Love, compassion, and pleasure are the basic human needs to maintain their 

life. This defines human to need other human existences to living a life as one of 

important thing in society. In this earth of mankind almost in every kind of aspect 

such as social, economic, politic, education, beliefs, behaviour, sex and gender are 

created in an establish way. As well as, it contributes to presents any of norms in a 

simply as natural ways that ended up and must be obeyed through human 

existences.  

Traditionally, the norms in society are being dominated by the superior 

groups, which it influences almost in private things in human life, one of them is sex. 

Society presents that there are the superior sex as a male sex which has masculine 

vibes, with the sexual orientation is heterosexual. Other than that are the inferior, 

there are homosexual orientation. Like the literary works of novel that the researcher 

chooses to analyse, a novel entitled “Call Me by Your Name”, written by Andre 

Aciman which presents about the intimated love story from people in the same sex.  

As writes Cuddon (2013), stated that novel itself is a kind of literary works that 

stand out a strong meaningful attachment by the existence of characters, place, 

story of plot, action, and an intimidate atmosphere to the reader, those meanings is 

refer to literary works, novel (Cuddon, 2013:477- 478).   

Furthermore, the genre of the novel that written by Andre Aciman “Call Me by 

Your Name” is a romantic love story. Here is the thing, by the increasing of literature, 

many of literary authors write their works based on society interest. “Call Me by Your 



Name” is one of the novel that clearly describe what society wanted. The romance 

line story of the novel “Call Me by Your Name” is across the normal zone, besides of 

the term romantic that society always produces such as a story between man and 

woman that falling love, but the story line of “Call Me by Your Name”, is talk about 

romantic love story between men and men that falling love at the first sight.  

As stated above the genre of the novel talks about an intimate love story 

between a young man name Elio who feels fascinated by emotional, physical touch, 

and sexually toward Oliver a Harvard graduate man who stays for sixty weeks in 

Elio‟s environment. The novel simple raised a story about same- sex love. Elio, and 

Oliver who falling love at the first sight.  At the end none of them living a life together 

as what straight couple did in established cultures, in a term of, married. In another 

session Oliver announces his wedding in summer day after he came back from 

Rivera, which portrays the phenomenon nowadays about the social rejection toward 

the love story between same- sex.  

The social phenomenon that often force toward homosexual community when 

every time the issue about homosexual is being discuss then there will receive some 

controverted, which some against, other keep fighting for it. The image of rejection 

that always haunts in every discussion about this, such as the discussions will be 

forcibly dissolved, and gay people or their community will easily be persecuted. This 

form of rejection considers that in an established society, they tend to assume that 

the sexual orientation that holds an important role in society is heterosexual. 

While, sexual orientation itself has defines in two main term such as 

heterosexual and homosexual, in homosexual there are some kinds like gay man, 

lesbian, transgender, bisexual, non- binary or queer, etc. In this study, the 

researcher viewed the issue within the theory namely queer theory.  Queer theory, 



writes Ruhsam (2017) is a critically concept against what the society construct, as a 

theory, queer critically examines the way power works to institutionalize and 

legitimate certain forms and expressions of sexuality and gender while stigmatizing 

others. 

At this point, the issue of homosexuality is really important to be studied. 

Because how a person wants to live life, or expressing their choices, it should not 

supposed to be questioned or being judged.  Moreover, there is should no way to 

against something that every human needed in their entire life, because born to be 

socialized is the basic thing in human life, having a romantic couple is also one part 

of it.  

1.2. Statements of Problem 

Regarding to the background above and the title of this research, 

Homosexuality As a Rebellion Against Established Culture in The Novel “Call Me by 

Your Name” by Andre Aciman (Viewed From Queer Theory), then there are some 

statements of problem as stated below: 

1.2.1. How are the main character‟s sexual orientation presented in the novel “Call 

Me by Your Name” by Andre Aciman? 

1.2.2. What are the forms of rebellion through main characters‟ homosexuality in the 

novel “Call Me by Your Name” by Andre Aciman? 

1.3.  Scope of the Study 

The scope problem of this research is focused on analysing the main 

character‟s sexual orientation that presented in the novel and the forms of rebellion 

of homosexuality toward the established culture in the novel „“Call Me by Your 

Name” by Andre Aciman‟, in this research the researcher uses queer theory to 

analyse the novel.  



1.4.  Objective of the Study  

This research has some objectives, that can be seen at the list below: 

1.4.1. To identify the main character‟s sexual orientation that presents in the novel 

„“Call Me by Your Name”‟ by Andre Aciman 

1.4.2. To elaborate the forms of rebellion of homosexuality as a way to against 

established culture in the novel „“Call Me by Your Name”‟ , by Andre Aciman 

1.5.  Significance of the Study 

There are two kind of significance of the study that can be seen at the list below: 

1.5.1. The Theoretical Significance  

This research gives solution to find out the appropriate theories to interpret 

homosexuality, it is evident that queer theory play important roles in enriching of 

literary theory, especially in the process of understanding homosexual community. 

1.5.2. Practical Significance 

The researcher hopes this research can give contribute to other literary 

research in understanding this novel and also a way to improve any of student skills 

in literary works. 

1.6.  Review of Related Literature 

To support this study, the researcher tried to look at some previous studies 

that addressed similar issue with this research. So, there are three literature reviews 

that used to support this study: 

First, the research by Bogaard (2020), “The Changing Perceptions of Gay 

Identities: Queer Representations in “Call Me by Your Name” (2007) and The Song 

Arching (2011)”, in Boogards‟ research explicitly discusses about the position of 

sexual and families ties in those films and highlight it on the part of scenes which is 



repression an individual identity that portrayed in the character, their actions, and 

their words. He views all of the issue toward queer ecologies or environment which is 

fully represented by the relation among the close one, families relation and sexual 

activities of desire and pleasure.  

While in this study, the researcher views homosexuality as a form of 

rebellious against established culture, which focused on the main character‟s sexual 

orientation that present in the novel “Call Me By Your Name” and the way 

homosexual couple face the problem in establish environment. Bogaard‟s research 

gives a contribution toward this study in a way to understanding the identities of gay 

or the way an individual is coming out as a part of gay. 

Second, a research written by Kathapant and Saraithong (2020), entitled: 

“Homosexuality in the Film My Own Private Idaho (1991) and “Call Me by Your 

Name” (2017) From Queer Theory Perspective”. This research views those film by 

concern with the politic dominant of heterosexual sex orientation, thus resulting in 

the way homosexual people got the misinterpreted and automatically marginalized 

from the power of heterosexual alley. The main focus is on the scenes , characters, 

and places which represent of heterosexual shown from the scenes of the film that is 

grow to set an act of repressive power of them to marginalizes, or even devalue 

homosexual people. When the research was concerned with the way politic 

dominant of heterosexual cause the misinterpreted toward homosexual people, the 

research also have a contribution toward this study especially to figure it out how it 

possibly to heterosexual to become a superior sexual orientation then other sexual 

orientation in a term of established culture.  



While, in this study is more about criticize the way of established culture is 

being set by concern with the homosexuality as a form that uses to against what the 

established culture mean.  

The last one, is a research by Windriani and Paramesti that published in July 

2021 entitled: “Homosexuality In Andre Aciman‟s “Call Me by Your Name”, this 

research is focused on the main characters Elio‟s sexual fantasy toward other main 

character name Oliver, this research is using psychological approach. This study is 

focused on how the male main character‟s pleasure and sexual fantasy toward other 

male main character, by using psychological approach this research find out that the 

reason that influence toward Elio‟s sexual fantasy is because of his age because at 

the age of 17, man has an extra hormone so it support to created his sexual fantasy 

toward Oliver in the novel “Call Me by Your Name”, by Aciman.  

To compared with the researcher study which more significant focused on the 

main character‟s sexual orientation that presented as a way to against the normative 

norms about sexual orientation that exist, and the forms of rebellious attitude in 

homosexual couple as a way to against an established culture by using queer theory 

to analyse the novel „“Call Me by Your Name”‟ by Andre Aciman.  

1.7.  Theoretical Basis 

In this study, the researcher uses queer theory to analyse the novel “Call Me by 

Your Name” by Andre Aciman. This theory also used to analysing the main 

character‟s homosexuality as a form of rebellion against established culture, the 

researcher has some of concepts that support this research, as its stated below: 

1.7.1. Definition of Novel 

As already mentioned in the background, the type of literary work that the 

researcher chooses to analyse in his research is a novel. Novel itself as writes by 



literarydevices.net: "A novel is a long narrative work of fiction with a certain realism, 

which has some characteristics such as a representation of the characters, 

dialogues, setting, plot, climax, conflict and resolution." There are many genre of this 

work, they include mysteries, suspense, thrillers, science fiction, romantic, realist, 

historical, etc. In this study, which the researcher chooses to analyse the novel that 

written by Aciman, “Call Me By Your Name” itself is a type of gay literature works.  

 

 

1.7.2. Queer Theory 

Homosexuality is a social phenomenon that influences through mass vibe and 

still considered as a taboo issue in society or the government. There is no offense as 

a free like other topic in case to discussed about homosexual, because of very 

limited and rarely discussed openly the topic about it always has misconception till 

nowadays. As a reaction toward the rapid change of social life about sex orientation 

of homosexual, than queer theory is exist.  

Queer theory itself simply presented as a critically concepts which is stated 

that sexual orientation is not nature. This theory was influenced by Michel Foucault 

concepts about sexuality, and gender writes Spargo (1999), Foucault described 

sexuality is about all the things that human created as a construct category from 

social and cultural, it has historical rather than biological or origins.  

Furthermore, queer theory is critically examines the way power works to 

institutionalize and legitimate certain forms and expressions of sexuality and gender 

while stigmatizing others. Ruhsam (2017) stated queer theory basically followed the 

emergence and popularity of Gay and Lesbian (now, LGBT or Queer) studies in the 

academy. In another words means that queer theory try to speak up about all the 



problems and challenges rigid identity categories, norms of sexuality, and gender, 

and the oppression and violence that hegemonic norm justify.  

The concept of queer theory has related toward this research because by the 

exist of queer theory, the researcher can find an appropriate theory to analyse the 

novel of Aciman, Call Me ByYour Name. When homosexual community has to fight a 

lot of bad temper from society, that thought the existence of homosexual people is a 

disease, queer theory comes to stand and asks which one of the normal sexual 

orientation and abnormal sexual orientation, well even in fact all of those was 

created by society itself as Foucault stated above.  

Queer theory itself as Goldberg (2016) stated is being organized in 1990 from 

Teresa de Lauretis, and then it is also the time when the term started to become 

legitimate in academia. According to the research result by Maimunah (2017), the 

term of „queer‟ as used in the United Stated in the early 1910s and 1920s, the term 

refer to difference between „normal‟ men and those who felt „different‟. As a term, 

writes Chauncey. 1994: 10) „queer‟ was relatively neutral and did not carry the 

derogatory connotations of words like faggot and fairy. At that time when men 

coming out as a queer it is also mean their identified themselves as queer ways 

„unmanly ways. Sullivan (2003) stated that the word „queer‟ has historically been 

used in a number of different ways: to signify something strange, as in the quotation 

from Wodehouse „What a queer thing Life is!‟, which refer to negative and 

characteristics such as madness or worthlessness. 

This theory is considerable relevant with Andre Aciman Novel „“Call Me by 

Your Name” ‟, when it comes to interpret and determine whether the main 

character‟s homosexuality which is portrayed in the novel as a form of rebellion 



against established culture and fight the stigmas that forced to be experiences 

toward homosexual people by using queer theory.  

Queer Theories by Hall (2003) described the phenomenon of not fully coming 

out as gay, because of fear of discomfort with the superior norms that is created; 

the original, the standard, the normal everything is this earth of mankind is already 

setting and created like a natural ways.  

Sullivan writes (2004) queer theory is exist as a resistance against the culture 

that create the normal and curses other sex orientation as an abnormal, and to 

highlight there is no universally applicable political goals or strategies, only diversity 

of heterogeneous that localised , but furthermore the effect of it will never be entirely 

close enough to be predict.  

From some of the interpretation about queer theory that explains above, the 

researcher uses Sullivan perspective about queer theory to analyse the novel of 

“Call Me by Your Name” by Aciman. The researcher see how the term of 

heterogeneous is being used is to settle whether the kind of established society and 

whether is not, it ended up with every strategies to become a dominant from one‟s 

side, in this case heterosexual ended up as a superior sexual orientation, as already 

been mentioned in the review of related literature, how the politic dominant of 

heterosexual is exist. In another words, the researcher see that the term of 

homogeneous is a kind of rejection which undesirable in order to settle down what 

really established culture means. However, this research is concern with the way 

sexual orientation diversity from the main characters‟ of the novel “Call Me by Your 

Name” by Aciman is presented, and the forms of homosexuality rebellious against 

the established culture, Sullivan perspective‟s above is support this research.  



The researcher views that as an appropriate theory to analyse the novel by 

Aciman, “Call Me by Your Name” queer theory stand to people who coming out or 

adjust the representation or expression of homosexual minority, than an analysis of 

the hetero/homosexual or whatever sex orientation that is marginalized, that shapes 

that ordering of desire, social judgment, sex orientation, identity, behavior can be set 

in the right approaches within queer theory. In another words, queer theory exist to 

critic those of conservative concepts in normative society. 

This study is concern with the way homosexuality is being used to criticize the 

norms that created an established culture, as a form of rebellion against the 

constructed that portrayed in main character‟s sexual orientation and the forms of 

homosexuality rebellion toward established culture in the novel “Call Me by Your 

Name” by Andre Aciman.  

1.7.3. The Definition of Homosexuality 

Homosexuality is talk about sex orientation which seen from the roots of 

„homos‟ that is comes from the Greeks, it explicit mean „the same, homogenic‟. 

Homosexuality is one of sexual orientation, which the person feels pleasure or 

attracted through emotional, physical touch and sexually toward people who are in 

the same sex. Dan Brennan, MD in his writes tells that homosexuality itself a sexual 

orientation, as opposed to a gender identity such as male, female, and non-binary. 

People who are coming out as a homosexual could refer to themselves as a gay, 

lesbian, LGBTQ, queer or a number of other terms.  

This kind of sex orientation that recognized and the name was coined not 

earlier than 1869 by Kertbeny, till nowadays this term is often defined in various 

ways. However the presence of an aberration variously known as „sexual inversion‟, 

„contrary sexual feeling‟, „uranism‟, but homosexuality itself writes Havelock Ellis 



(1939)  is the best general term form all forms of the anomaly above from normal 

heterosexuality.  

1.7.4. The Kinds of Homosexuality 

There are many different of name about the term of „homosexuality‟, that is 

exists. The most famous one is homosexual „gay‟ and „lesbian‟.  

1.7.4.1. Gay 

Gay usually means a man being attracted to another man. There is the history 

or the terminology that this term held.  So, this term of Gay came from Old French 

„gai‟, which means „joyful, happy, pleasant, agreeably charming; forward, pert;, light, 

coloured.‟ From Frankish „gahi‟ which related to Old High German „wahi‟, that is 

means „pretty‟. But of course not all etymologists accepts this. So far, the word gay , 

itself by the 1890s an overall held with promiscuity- a gay house was a brothel.  

Furthermore, the term of gay, writes Boswell (1980) it is coming into use in 

Germany and among the English- speaking upper classes of many cosmopolitan 

areas in other countries. This term uses to describe men who attract to the same 

sex. The term of gay it could mean not only for men but vice versa to women though, 

that is why to make it clear the researcher use to write the sexual orientation with 

gay men. No matter what this term of „gay‟ definitely have a bad meanings in such of 

culture that clearly against that, an anti-gay for example call someone „dyke‟ or 

„faggot‟, or „that‟s so gay‟, etc, only to repressed the gay people by showing the 

existence that they are not fully a man, used to refer to weakness or virility.  

1.7.4.2.  Lesbian 

Lesbian writes C. L. H. R., & Solarz, A. L. (1999), “the term of lesbian has 

been used to describe women who have sex with women”. In a simply words this 



term is clearly talks about the same- sex love between women that both of them feel 

interest each other by emotional, romantic, sexually.  

1.7.4.3. Bisexual 

Bisexual is one of sexual orientation that is attracted to both gender such as 

male and female. Or attraction to more than one gender, bisexual people have to 

feel pleasure even in romantic or sexual way (Sexual Orientation & Homosexuality in 

American Psychological Association). Bailey. M, et all (2016-59) and friends in their 

research “Sexual Orientation, Controversy and Science” has found out that an 

individual who identify themselves as a bisexual because they must already engage 

in sexual activity on an intimate relationship with women and men, even if their 

current sexual attractions are exclusively to the same sex or the opposite. 

According to Humm (2002) bisexual is sexual orientation that she defined as 

one of condition which an individual who can be pleasure towards two forms of 

sexuality such as heterosexual and homosexual. Bisexual in this definition describes 

sexuality as a flexible form which possibly happen not something that is permanent.   

1.7.4.4. Queer  

 

Queer , this term refer to people who does not claim themselves as a part of 

heterosexual somehow this sex orientation is called non binary. Offend about that 

the term of „queer‟ was exist for the first time in the early of 1980s with Anzaldua. G, 

et al, they are a queer feminist activist. For make sure writes Lisa D (2008) this term 

basically influenced by the work of Michel Foucault, which viewed sexuality as 

socially constructed and rejected identity politics. According, to Dahir (1999) stated 

that individual may express gender non- normatively by not conforming into the 

binary gender categories that mass produced such as “man” and “woman”. While 



Johnson (2019-12), “Queer is an umbrella term describing a wide range of people 

who do not conform to heterosexual/straight and/or gender norms”.  

We can see that sexual orientation can be conceptualized as having a direction. 

For example, people who identify as a demi-sexual, their attraction can then be 

directed to people who have the same sex, or even differently, the same sex or not, 

and so on. So, this person who could attract men, women, both, neither masculinity, 

femininity, androgynous, because the main thing about this sexual orientation is to 

fall sexually attracted only in the context of a strong emotional connection with 

another person who contributes to their lives. 

Other names of sexual orientation names pansexual that is feel sexually, 

emotional toward all of the gender or sexual orientation that is exist. And asexual as 

Bogaert (2012) asexually is a very low level of sexual attraction to both of men and 

women. At the end, there are still a lot of term of sexual orientation that exist. In this 

research from the kinds of homosexual above that already been mentioned will be 

explain in chapter III by looking for the evidences that found in the novel, “Call Me by 

Your Name”, by Aciman.  

 

 

 

1.7.5. Forms of Homosexuality Rebellious Attitudes 

There are still many battles against people who become the part of LGBTQ 

community (read Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Queer). It ended up with how difficult it 

is for them to show their orientation public area. There are so many bans aimed at 

these minority groups. Nonetheless, there is direct and indirect resistance by LGBT 

people to urge their rights in social life. Researcher, divided three acts of rebellion 



committed by individuals and homosexual couples against existing normative 

cultures, and as part of showing their identity. 

1.7.5.1. Verbal Communication  

The first rebellious were belongs to the category of resistance with words. The 

researcher, using the term "word of affirmation", to explain the form of resistance 

carried out with the medium of language. The original idea of this discussion will be 

inspired by the concept of the five love languages by Chapman, Gary (2014). 

Chapman (2014:11) writes: “verbal appreciation speaks powerfully to a person 

whose primary love language is words of affirmation”. In a simply words, he 

describes any of statements that support this is sometimes all about the compliments 

that the person needs to hear to feel loved. 

1.7.5.2. Non Verbal Communication 

In non-verbal, rebellious attitude from homosexual that defines in some of act 

below: 

1.7.5.2.1. Physical Touch 

Writes Chapman (2014:12), physical touch is one of the act that many of 

couples feel the most loved when they receive physical contact from their partner. As 

an act that need physical contact, writes Gordon, Sherri (2022) a person whose 

physical touch is their main love language feels loved by physical affection. Outside 

of sex, they feel loved when their partner holds their hand, touches their arm, or 

gives them a massage at the end of the day, for example. They just want to be close 

to their partner physically. 



1.7.5.2.2. Quality Time 

The next act of rebellious is called quality time. Chapman (2014:11) writes the 

intimate of a relationship that depict by this action is more than proximity. It‟s about 

focusing all your energy on your mate. It could be sharing experiences, thoughts, 

hobby, feelings through each other. When it comes to Gary Chapman's five 

languages of love, quality time is one that is centered on usability. It's about 

expressing your love and affection with all your attention. 

1.7.5.2.3. Act of Service 

Act of service as a way of rebellious in homosexual relationship, simply 

means a way to show feeling in a real action. This language of love includes what we 

do to ease the burden of our partner's responsibilities. Gordon, Sherri (2022), writes 

for acts of service, a person feels loved and appreciated when someone does 

beautiful things for them, such as helping with dishes, etc.  They love when people 

do small things for them and can often be found doing these acts of service for 

others. 

1.7.5.2.4. Receiving Gifts 

The last is called receiving gifts, Chapman (2014:11) writes that some 

individuals respond well to visual symbols of love. As simple as, give some of gift, as 

a way to express their love toward they partner. Giving gifts is symbolic of love and 

affection for someone with this language of love. They cherish not only the gift itself, 

but also the time and effort that the giver puts into it. 

1.7.5.3. Homosexual Couple Break The Stigma 

Our society already construct what should we do, act, and think voluntary in 

our sex birth, as an origins identity that we must respect and can be bothered as 



natural ways it must be accepted. In this part of theoretical basis, the researcher 

would like to give some of definition about the way homosexual couple break the 

stigma that they often force as a same-sex couple.  

1.7.5.3.1. Gender Roles 

Heterosexual is a basic superior of sexual orientation that dominant in society, 

which defined men with their own characters of masculine, while women with the 

feminine character, which called gender. Indeed, Butler definitions in Gender Trouble 

(1999:9), gender is culturally constructed that refers to the sexed body assumes or 

interpretation of sex. Hence it becomes a social construct, gender held the roles in 

any of aspect in society. She does writes (1999:11): “When the relevant “culture” that 

“constructs” gender is understood in terms of such a law or set of laws, then it seems 

that gender is as determined and fixed as it was under the biology-is-destiny 

formulation. In such a case, not biology, but culture, become destiny  

Through her analysis about gender which find out there are the limits that set 

with hegemonic discourse as a language of universal rationality but not all gendered 

possibilities are open, she thought the limited that is built with language is used as a 

domain of gender. 

According to Worell (2002), the hetero construct depends on sex birth of male 

and female toward their roles based works, as simple as women is been set at 

domestic area, while men in the public. She does writes the man is provider and 

decision maker, it also support by Hooks (2004)  that “Men is always identic within 

strategize. While, woman is the homemakers and followers”.  

However this kind of construct is been against by homosexual people, as 

queer theory critically the way culture works towards sexual orientation as one of an 

establish concepts through origin ways, it must be question. Worells (2002) declare 



that the concept of husband-wife roles in heterosexual vibes is been adopt toward 

homosexual of gay and lesbian, but it seem like they are disobey these roles.  

However, their created a more egalitarian pattern of sharing responsibilities 

and decision making and smash the stereotype about it. In Bell and Weinberg 

research at 1993, they asked about the division of works toward gay and lesbian 

couple which one of them does the housework, nearly 60 % of lesbian and gay men 

said that housework was shared equally. This research find out about the social 

attitudes toward homosexual couple that they often face with, the way they cannot 

handle the job of wife-husband because of same-sex.  This stigma is already being 

questioning. Because the fact that already mentioned above in a simple way 

describes that the job of wife that identic with homemaking does not relatable just 

because of the sex-birth or vice versa.  

1.7.5.3.2. Satisfaction and Pleasure   

The labelling toward the same-sex couple as unhappy couple than 

heterosexual is been stereotype for such a long time. The question like: How could 

someone feel interest between other who have dick like theirs? Or another mind 

blowing question like which one is the top? Who is the bottom? Those question itself 

is a manifestation of culture shaped about satisfaction and pleasure of heterosexual. 

Lawren A. Kurdek 1998 research about longitudinal study of married heterosexual 

cohabiting homosexual couples described which discover that gay men and lesbian 

couples report as much satisfaction or dissatisfaction with their relationships as 

heterosexuals (Worrel, (2001): 660).  

  
In Heterosexuality/Homosexuality in the part “The Quality of Gay and Lesbian 

Relationships: Satisfactions and Love (333-334)” described the previous study about 



satisfaction in homosexual, so in some of the previous researcher such as Kurdek 

and Schmitt  (1986) whose looking at the age, education of homosexual people are 

not associated with satisfaction. Harry (1984) stated that living together was 

unrelated to satisfaction and he got the result that the lower of satisfaction toward 

gay people is happen when their incomes were different. Peplau (1982), find out that 

age, religion or work status was not linked to satisfaction.   So, what is the matter 

from all of the studies above?. As writes Kelley (1883): “Love is no guarantee that a 

relationship will endure. For homosexuals, relationships begun hopefully and lovingly 

can and do fall apart. Love and commitment do not necessarily go hand-in-hand“. 

This also support by Blumstein and Schwartz research about among 70% of lesbian 

and gay men, and heterosexual were satisfied with the quality of their sex life 

depends on how often their had sex with the couple in their relationship. 

1.7.5.3.3. Relation Commitment and Stability  

Talking about commitment and stability toward a relationship is something 

that always been face between couple who have the same vision on future. We 

could figure it out any of factors that affect an individual‟s commitment to the 

relationship such as feelings of love and satisfaction with the relationship. Peplau 

and Beals (2001:661) stated that there are still barriers a head in every kind of 

relationship. But different with heterosexual couple, homosexual couple must likely to 

experienced less barriers then heterosexual because of heterosexual couple more 

often battle with children issue if theirs confess to married, and there are still gender 

roles of wife and husband which does not carry equally at all for that kind of reason 

make the roles of wife dependence on her husband.  

As Worell (2002, 661- 662) studies found out that married couples report 

significantly more barriers than either gays or lesbians, and cohabiting heterosexual 



couples report the fewest barriers of all. And at the same time the concept of 

commitment and stability toward homosexual couple are similarly between the 

heterosexual couples such as being helpful and cheerful, giving present, being open 

about feelings, providing verbal assurances of commitments and love, participating 

in joint activities.  

1.8. Conceptual Scheme  

This research has a structural concept scheme as you can see in the flow 

chart below. 
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Based on the conceptual scheme above, the basic focus of this research is to 

interpret the issue of homosexuality through the novel “Call Me by Your Name”, by 

Aciman using queer theory. As a critical approach, queer theory present that if there 

are a normative thing, then this principal is a kind of anti- normativity thing which 

criticizes why sexual identity should exist. The researcher focused her research on 

the way sexual orientation and homosexuality rebellious that being present in the 

novel, “Call Me by Your Name”. The researcher have two main problems, first is 

what are the kinds of sexual orientation of homosexual that present in the novel and 

the second is how the forms of homosexuality rebellion that found in the novel Call 

Me By Your Name by Andre Aciman.  

1.9. Method of the Research 

In this study, the researcher uses methods of descriptive analysis to interpret 

the study entitled “Homosexuality As a Rebellion Against Established Culture in The 

Novel “Call Me by Your Name” by Andre Aciman (Viewed From Queer Theory)”. 

1.9.1. Descriptive Analysis Method 

 

Descriptive analysis method writes Ahsan (2014) is a research method that 

attempts to describe and interpret objects in accordance with reality. The descriptive 

method is implemented because the data analysis is presented in a descriptive way. 

The researcher uses the novel by Andre Aciman entitled “Call Me by Your Name” 

that are being analysed.  

Moreover, this method is a method that is use to get a deeply data, by looking 

for the meaningful data and significant that give the impact in this research. In 

another word, this method is simply mean with directly focus on the issues when the 



research is carried out, the results of the research were them processed and 

interpreted to get the conclusion.  

Based on the explanation above, this research is attempt to analyse the kind 

of sexual orientation of homosexual that present in the novel “Call Me by Your 

Name” and the forms of homosexuality rebellious attitude in the novel, by using 

queer theory.  

1.10. Kinds of Data 

To support this study, the researcher uses two types of data source, there are: 

1.10.1. Primary Data 

The main data of this research is a novel, entitled „“Call Me by Your Name”‟. 

This novel first published in 2007 and written by Andre Aciman. The novel that the 

researcher uses as a primary data is published in 2009 in Great Britain by Atlantic 

Books. This novel has 248 pages and 4 chapters.   

1.10.2. Secondary Data 

In secondary data the researcher uses the literature research method that is 

support in study of literature study. While the process in collecting the data is refer to 

any of data from books, research, journal, articles from the library, and the e-book 

from internet that related with queer theory especially concern in homosexuality.  

1.11. Technique of Collecting Data 

This research is a kind of literature research that only focused in data written 

such as books, or any of research that contain with queer theory to support the 

research. This started from finding and reading the material objects of the references 

and focus on the theories by highlighting them in case to make it easy to understand. 

Read it carefully also help to understand the contents of the books.  



1.12. Technique of Analysing Data 

There are some of techniques that the researcher used in analysing the data 

such as: 

1. Reading Comprehension  

     In this section, the researcher tries to figure out and interpret the 

matter of the novel “Call Me by Your Name” by Andre Aciman. 

2. Classification  

  In this part, the researcher needs to classify the contents that related 

with this research in the novel “Call Me by Your Name” by Andre Aciman. 

3. Interpretation  

  This research is concern with analyse the content in the novel of “Call 

Me by Your Name” by Andre Aciman that portrayed in the conversations, 

dialogues or expression of the characters. 

4. Explanation  

    This is one of the important techniques that the researcher used 

to interpret the issue in this research which presented by the text, 

quotation, or any significance outcome that related with the issue. 

5. Systematic of Writing 

   In this section of techniques, the researcher explain the basic 

sequence of this writing which follows by the goals of the research that is 

explain on the part bellow : 

  First, on chapter one it already shows and start from the 

background section and follows by scope of problem, scope of the 

research, review of related literature, theoretical basis, conceptual 

scheme, method and technique of the research.  



  Second one, on chapter two is about the background of the 

author more explicit is about the author life and literary works. 

  Third one, on the chapter three is about data analysis which this 

part is when the researcher got the results from the analysis by the basic 

of the statement of problems in this research.  

  Fourth, on chapter four, the researcher describes some 

conclusions and suggestion according to the final result of the research. 

Whereas, in the last section, the researcher has put the basic data 

and references he uses to complete this study in the bibliography and 

appendix. In the appendix section, the researcher shows how the novel 

was understood from the researcher's point of view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


