
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

As a human we have a language, and language must be maintained, 

and preserved by its generation, so as not to become extinct. Language 

maintenance in a particular region is able to survive by the influence of the 

coming use of new languages in the area, that is in using regional 

languages in everyday of human life. So,the language can be maintained 

in the area. Interaction in humans can occur due to the presence of 

language. So, the people who actively interact with other communities will 

dominate the use of language in the area. Then, the language will be able  

developed by itself if the language is more widely used in the community. 

Conversely, the language is not widely used, the vocabulary will be 

pushed by the use more dominant language (Pateda, 1987). 

A  factor that affect the development of Indonesian is the existence of 

regional languages used by various ethnic groups in Indonesia. The 

Indonesia people should be proud because they have various ethnic 

groups so that they have a variety of regional languages as well. Gorap is 

a language that can be referred as one of the languages that it is very 

unknown when compared to other regional languages. The language 

sounds harsh even though the speaker actually expresses something that 

actually means soft, this is one of the characteristics of this language. 



Gorap language sound very strange in the ears of people who have just 

heard it, even the name of the village itself will make others feel funny and 

a little strange. Because the name of 'Sondo-sondo' in Indonesian means 

a rice spoon commonly used to take rice. Based on experience, the 

language of gorap is also considered strange by the gorap tribe itself 

outside the village of Sondo-sondo, even though they are still part of the 

language. 

 After all, the people of Sondo-Sondo can speak two languages that are 

at least used for their daily communication, Gorap and Malayu Ternate 

language. This Malayu Ternate language is used to communicate with 

newcomer who do not understand the Gorap language. Also as a means 

of interaction while in school, and when interacting with teachers. But they 

use Gorap language to communicate in their community. The 

maintenance of regional languages can be done in a variety of ways, such 

as the use of regional languages as the language of instruction and as 

subjects at the elementary school level up to high school. 

Gorap actually means "A combination of newcomers". Which means 

Sondo-Sondo was previously inhabited by a group of people of different 

races and tribes. At the time of colonization some tribes fled to the area 

now known as Sondo-sondo when it was still an uninhabited wilderness. 

They inhabit the area and live together, different languages are very 

impossible to be used to interact in everyday life. Then there was the 

language merging of these areas. So, be the Gorap language that until 



now is used and used as the regional language of Sondo-Sondo and 

become one of the enrich regional languages in Indonesia. Some people 

believe that Gorap is not actually a regional language but it is Malay 

language, But it is proven that Gorap is one of the enrich local language in 

Indonesia with the mutual agreement of the community to make Gorap 

language as the language and characteristic of Sondo-sondo. 

However, a long time before people from various regions entered and 

inhabited the village of Sondo-sondo, the first known person to be an early 

resident named Dotu Ambuau who came from Buton, then many knew 

that this Gorap language is the market language of the Buton and 

Makassar/Bugis tribe. From Dotu Ambuau was then born Dotu Lambutu, 

which Lambutu is a large clan in the village of Sondo-Sondo. The wife of 

Dotu Lambutu is known to come from an area called Maba, so there is 

also a mixture of languages originating from Maba. This language then 

mix with the language in Sondo-sondo Village and becomes Gorap 

language. 

Examples of the same Gorap language words with other regions; 

Manu ; this word means „Chicken‟ 

Bembe ; means „Goat‟ 

Taipa ; this word means „Mango‟ 

Sinanga; means „ Fried‟ 

Those are some examples of the same words as some languages from 

other regions. The rest of the languages commonly used by the residents 



of Sondo-sondo are Malay language that undergoes initial and final 

additions, as well as the reduction of letters at the beginning and end of 

the word. For example: 

Gorap     Indonesia    English 

Mamandi    Mandi    take a bath 

Minu     Minum   Drink 

Bajala     Jalan    Walk 

Malia    Melihat   See 

Above are some examples of Malayu Ternate words that are then 

added and subtracted letters in the word. And then it became a language 

that until now is used by the people of Sondo-sondo. For gorap language 

users themselves are not only in Sondo-sondo, but spread in some areas 

as well, for example in Ekor, Morotai, Galela, Saramake. But users who 

until now still maintain the Gorap language are Sondo-Sondo, Baneigo 

and Ekor. 

     Gorap language maintain in Sondo-sondo is still very strong, although 

there are some tribes that now also come and occupy Sondo-sondo for 

various reasons. Some are due to marriage then moving, some because 

they have relatives so they decide to move, and also some because they 

see a great opportunity in their livelihood so decide to domiciled in the 

Sondo-sondo. The use of Gorap language in the daily life of Sondo-sondo 

community is good enough in instilling the beloved regional language. But 

what about the newcomer who come from different tribes and use different 



languages? So here the role of young people is needed to influence the 

newcomer. Based on the researcher‟s experience, Some ways that are 

often used to maintain and invite the newcomer to use Gorap language is 

to continue speaking the Gorap language in front of them, Whether they 

understand it or not, the point is to get their ears used to listening to every 

word they say, if they are used to it, they will feel curious about the 

meaning of each word used, From their curiosity that then the youth of 

Sondo-sondo will teach them slowly the gorap language. In addition, they 

are as newcomer have no choice not to learn the gorap language, 

because they are in areas that actually maintain the regional language for 

use in everyday life. So they have to learn the gorap language. 

      Many factors keep them to maintaining the Sondo-sondo language, 

one of the factors is pride in the language of these ancestors. All that 

young people do now is a form of continuing the struggle of parents who 

have managed to maintain the stability of the Gorap language and even 

now the parents continue to instill the Gorap language in their children 

who are just starting to learn to speak. One of the ways used by Sondo-

sondo youth who continue their studies outside the village is to hold a 

gathering and discuss something or whatever by using Gorap language. 

     Indeed Sondo-sondo itself has several sources of livelihood that are 

much interested by the local community. For example, fishermen, who 

every time return from work always reap a considerable profit, even 

though it is uncertain due to the weather or others. There are also those 



who work as farmers, most are clove farmers who if every season reap a 

lot of profits. Some of the factors above can be used as a reason why they 

choose to domiciled in Sondo-sondo. 

The name Sondo-Sondo itself is believed and known by the local 

community has the meaning: 'life' 'sustenance' and 'source'. Interpreted as 

a source of life, because in the village of Sondo-sondo has so many 

sources of livelihood, from sea to land has its natural wealth that is widely 

utilized by the local community. 

There are several stories also spread in Sondo-sondo, which says that 

there used to be a Grandmother who had a long chin curved to form like a 

rice spoon or Sondo-sondo. The grandmother was often called As 

Grandmother Sondo-sondo until finally the village was named Sondo-

sondo. There is another version that says that the village of Sondo-sondo 

when viewed from the sea looks like a spoon that until it is called Sondo-

sondo. 

There has been a lot of research that raises about the maintenance of 

regional languages with various interesting topics. Here researcher are 

also trying to lift life in Sondo-sondo where the community is trying to 

continue to maintain the gorap language. As Fasold and Siregar say, 

language maintenance is Choices from a group of people To continue 

using the language of the region which was already used before by their 

ancestors. Moving from the opinions of the two experts, researchers saw 

that the people of Sondo-sondo village still use Gorap language as their 



daily language. With the appointment of this research can be a reference 

for people who read, especially the people of Sondo-sondo to continue in 

maintaining their language. 

 

1.2  Statement Of Problem 

Based on what has been presented above, and as an object of 

research, then the problem to be researched is; 

1. What are the kind of language maintenance of Gorap 

community? 

2. How does Gorap‟s community maintain their language? 

 

1.3  Scope Of The Research 

In accordance with the problems that have been described, then the 

limitations of the problem in this study are only how the people of Sondo-

sondo village maintain their language and what kkind of language 

maintenance of Gorap‟s community. 

 

1.4  Objective Of The Research 

The purpose of this study is; 

1. To investigate the Goraps‟ community maintain their language 

2. To identify the kind of language maintenance of Goraps‟ 

community 

 



1.5 Significants of research 

Everything that is done must be able to provide benefits for both 

yourself and others. Based on the description above this study is divided 

into two types of benefits, namely theoretical benefits and practical 

benefits. 

1.5.1 Theoritically 

It is hoped that it can help in academic and providing thinking ideas 

about the development of Sociolinguistics in this case focused on the 

study of language about Gorap and become a reference for researchers of 

this kind. This research is also expected to enrich the results of research 

in the form of the applications of related theories. . 

1.5.2 Practiclly 

If seen in practice in daily life, then the benefits of this research in 

practice is that young people also participate in introducing this Gorap 

language, and help to add insight together about maintaining and 

introducing regional languages. 

 

1.6 Literature Review 

Literature review in a research is important to describe. In addition to 

working to lay out the foundation or framework of theory, the library review 

also serves to determine the position of research in addition to other 

relevant research (Chaer, 2007:26). These studies are used as 

comparisons and considerations in this study. Related to language 



defense efforts, there are several research results that realated with this 

research, namely: 

The first, Widianto (2018) in his thesis entitled "Maintenance of regional 

languages through learning and activities in school". He explained that 

Regional language participation through learning and school activities has 

positive implications. Which means, the participation of regional languages 

runs optimally in education. Education is an important component that is 

used to preserve language and culture. Therefore, language participation 

has a way to do in the realm of education. 

The second, Anggraini (2017) on her thesis entitled "Batak Toba 

language participation in Silakkidir village Hutan BayuRaja simalungun 

regency:Sociolinguistic review ". The purpose of this thesis is to find out 

the attitude of silakiddir people towards the Toba language as a cultural 

heritage. Anggraini found that silakkidir people use toba language based 

on their role, both in the family and the surrounding environment. 

Ariffudin, and Geubrina (2019), in their thesis “ Maintenance of Malay 

language”. They found that there are factors supporting maintain of malay 

language and also factors that inhibit malay language participation, such 

as association in the surrounding community that is more dominant in 

using Indonesian than Malay. Also education where students and teachers 

come from different tribes then requires them to use Indonesian to 

communicate. 



Not only that, marriage with different ethnicities also affects the 

maintenance of malay language, because marriage with different 

ethnicities can shift the use of the mother tongue. So self-awareness in 

native speakers to continue to maintain the Malay language is needed. 

Erlinda (2016) in her thesis with the title ( Maintenance of Bugis 

language in Labuhan Kuris). She explains about the factors that affect the 

survival of the Bugis language in Labuhan Kuris, namely because of the 

concentration factor of the area seen in the place of the bugis ethnic 

population in the northern part of Labuhan Village. In addition, population 

loyalty becomes one of the supporting factors for language participation 

seen in the attitude of ethnic Bugis who have a sense of pride and love of 

the language. 

Efendi in the thesis in 2001 with the title "Maintenance of Bahasa 

Madura by Madurese ethnic in Kenjeran Subdistrict Kenjeran Surabaya". 

This study is the first to describe the Defense of Bahasa Madura by 

Madura Ethnic in Kenjeran Village. The maintain of the language is the 

use of Madura language in the realm of family, neighborliness and 

kariban. Second, the comparison of Madura language defense by ethnic 

Madura in Kenjeran village based on age group. 

And from Yusuf (2013) with the title “ The Maintenance of Tidore 

Language in Tafamutu Vilage”. He explains that the use of language is 

inderictly influences by the social enviroment in which they live. The 

maintenance occurs because the vernacular language in this case is to 



bbe used as a language of everyday communication tools or daily 

language. This research uses a Sociolinguistic approach. 

From the results of some of the research above, it can be concluded 

that the way each region maintains their language is different. Some focus 

only on the family environment, some continue to use it in everyday life, 

and there are also those who respect each other even though in the area 

there are several different tribes. The point is respecting other diversity is 

beautiful. 

This research is different from the various studies that have been 

presented above. This study focuses on the people of Sondo-Sondo 

Village as a whole. The Gorap language is a language that is not very well 

known by people outside the village of Sondo-Sondo. The results of this 

study show how strongly people maintain their regional languages when 

so many people from different backgrounds come to live in their places. In 

this research used mixing methods that are not used by the researches 

mentioned above. 

 

1.7 Theoretical Bases 

To make a research, researcher need a theory to support and clarify 

this research. Here, researcher use several theories from linguists to 

support this research: 

 

 



1.7.1 Sosiolinguistic 

Sociolinguistic itself is a study that makes a close connection of 

language and additionally society. To recognize what sociolinguistics are, 

we have to first recognize what sociology and linguistics are. About 

sociology there had been many obstacles made with the aid of using 

sociologists, which range greatly, however the factor is that sociology is a 

goal and look at of people in society, and approximately the 

establishments, and social methods that exist in society. By reading social 

establishments and all social issues in a single society, it'll be recognised 

how human beings adapt to their environment, how they socialize, and 

placed themselves of their personal region in society.  

While linguistics is a field of study that research language or an 

area of study that takes language as an item of look at. Thus, it could 

without problems be stated that sociolinguistics is a area of technology 

that research language when it comes to the usage of that language in 

society. Socio is society and linguistics is the look at of language.  

Holmes (2001,1) says that sociolinguistic is study the relationship 

between language and society. Sociolinguistic explaining why we speak 

differently in different social contexts, and they are concerned with 

identifying the social function of language and the ways it is used to 

convey social meaning. Examining the way people use language in 

different social context provides a wealth of information about the way 

language works, as well as about social relationship in a community, and 



the way people signal aspects of their social identity through their 

language. 

When viewed from the definitions above that both define what 

sociolinguistics are, and have almost the same point of view. 

Sociolinguistics is a branch of linguistics that is interdisciplinary to the 

science of sociology, with the object of research the relationship between 

language and social factors in a speech society, or operationally again as 

said by Fisman (1972, 1976) “Study of who speak, what language, to 

whom and when”. 

 

1.7.2 Language Maintenance 

Indonesia is a country consisting of thousands of islands with 

diverse ethnic groups. This diversity even makes Indonesia called a 

language laboratory. In article 32 of the 1945 Constitution it is mentioned 

that "The State respects and maintain  the regional language as a national 

cultural treasure". So, position of the regional language in Indonesia is 

very important because it is a legacy of national wealth.. Each tribe has a 

different culture and language. In this tribe, in general people in Indonesia 

have the skills to use two or more languages, namely the regional 

language as the mother tongue and the Indonesian language as the 

national language. In general, Indonesian people will use Indonesian 

language when communicating with people from other tribes and will use 

their local language when communicating with people who are one tribe 



with them and understand the language of the region. As Weinreich stated 

(in Umar, 2011:24), the use of three or more languages by a speaker in 

his association with others sociolinguically is called multilingualism. While 

the use of two languages by speakers is called bilingualism. This is very in 

accordance with the Indonesian people who have diverse ethnic and 

cultural backgrounds which are here in after referred to as bilingual 

societies. 

In general, the maintain of language is decision to continue the use 

of language collectively by a community that has used the language 

before (Fasold: 1984). Furthermore, Fasold also stated that the maintain 

of the language is the opposite or different side of the language shift; that 

is, where a community decides to change the language it has used or 

choose another language instead of the language it has used. The 

maintenance of the regional language will indeed be carried out by every 

seater who feels it is a must in maintaining the heritage of their ancestors. 

Siregar (1998:2) also explained that language maintenance is the 

use of language that still continues to use its language in the areas that 

use the language and there are traditionally spoken by that language. 

There are often cases of language in the community that the use of native 

languages by a number of speakers from abilingual or multilingual society 

tends to decrease due to the presence of other languages that have 

higher function. 



Quoted from Ferguson‟s explanation, he said that Language 

Maintenance is the preservation of the use of a language by a speech 

community under conditions where there is a possibility of shift to another 

language. The possibility of a language shift in Sondo-Sondo village 

exists, due to the large number of newcomer tribes from various regions. 

  

1.7.3 Domain Of Language Maintenance 

From some experts who have explained about the understanding of 

language maintenance, It is concluded that language participation is the 

attitude and decision of a society that chooses to continue to maintain and 

keep the language they use alive and used in their daily lives. The things 

that must to remember that every group still maintain their language. The 

maintain is the real shape that a language still used and still choosen in 

certain situation. One way to examine language choice needs domains 

that guess by Fishman (1972:58). 

According to Fishman in using language there is a social context    

that commited which called domain that more suitable to used variation or 

another language. Domain is location, topic and participants. A domain 

that called family, for instance if one speaker in a house is talking with the 

members of their family about daily topic. The quantity of domain a society 

cannot be definited surely. Fishman (1972:147) said that four domains, 

those are family domain, social domain, work domain and religious 

domain. Before mention the four domains he copied nine domains by 



Schmidt-Rohr, those are: family domain, playing area domain, educational 

domain, church domain, work domain, literature domain, press domain, 

military domain, court domain and government domain. While Parasher 

(1980) in his research uses seven domains, those are friendship domain, 

family domain, neighbour domain, transaction domain, government 

domain and work domain. Then Fishman summarize into four domains. 

The interisting thing in this research is research about language 

language maintenance is multilingual society. The investigation of 

language maintenance and language shift normally towards ton the 

relation about the change or stability that occur on speaking habituaal by 

psychological process, culture that going on when the speech community 

that different is contect each other. That language or language variety 

sometimes is used by the speaker in interaction situation between specific 

group is very catch attention. But since 1960‟s the case language 

maintenance and language shift occupied as field research systematic 

among the linguists.  

Besides that, Downes (2010:62) suggest the factors that also 

influence to language maintenance, such as: 

1. Family: it hopes attitude of members in the family used te language 

proper with the language in the domain 

2. Society: if the language still used with everyone, it show that proud 

of the language 



3. Communication intensity: it can be seen from the intensity to listen 

the music in the language 

4. Activity: the participate/membership in aspect of art, traditional 

activity, and other 

5. Wanting: the willing of their language, whatever they have wish so 

that their children will be teach the language or demand their 

children to use the language. 

Siregar (2010:96) offering two kinds of language maintenance, 

those are passive and active language maintenance. The passive 

language maintenance is the characteristic of speech community that 

contain the value and attitude which are pile up. The members of society 

are not uses their region language regularly commensurate with the 

function aas a regional symbol. 

In general, there are three concepts of language maintenance, 

namely:  

a. Internalization ; defined as the incorporation or unification of 

attitudes, standards of behavior, opinions, and so on in personality. 

When viewed from the point of view of language research, then this 

internalization occurs in someone who proceeds to instill a love of 

using the mother tongue, familiarize and use it in everyday life. 

b. Socialization ; the process of learning to behave in a way that is 

acceptable to society. In this case it can be understood to socialize 

using Gorap language, the socialization of the importance of local 



language can only be done through language socialization by 

parents to their children in their very early age.  

c. Implementation ; It is a step or way taken by a group to achieve a 

goal. In this case, what is meant is the way the people of Sondo-

Sondo in applying the use of Gorap language in their daily lives. 

Also ways to maintain the Gorap language also spread it outside 

the village of sondo-sondo. 

 

1.7.4 SPEAKING Theory 

Dell Hymes wrote down eight components in communicating or 

known by the term made by Hymes, namely Hymes SPEAKING. With the 

description of each letter that has a meaning, namely: 

a. Setting and scene – Setting refers to the time and place of the 

event. While scene refers to the situation of the place or 

conditions where the event took place. 

b. Participant – refers to people involved in speech events 

(speakers and listeners) 

c. Ends – refers to the intent and purpose of communication that 

occurs between two or more speakers 

d. Act aequence – refers to the content and form of speech related 

to the topic of conversation 



e. Key – key refers to the tone of speech, the high and low voice, it 

can also be sooner or later the speaker in conveying information 

for example 

f. Instrumentalities – refers to the type of delivery, in writing or 

unwritten  

g. Norms – The norm itself refers to the attitude of the speaker or 

listener in communicating. Attitude when asking, interrupting 

and so on 

h. Genres – This last point refers to the type of language used in 

communicating. 

Speaking theory can help researcher and readers to know and 

understand the purpose of a communication between two or more people. 

When a language is used when interacting, it is inseparable from the topic, 

purpose, attitude, background and others as mentioned by Hymes above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.8  Conceptual Scheme 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

      In this study, researcher focus on the maintenance of the Gorap 

language. The researcher used Quantitative Qualitative method (mixing 

method) and using the Sociolinguistic approach to support this research. 

And there are some point that willl be analyse in this research, about the 

use of Gorap language and the types of language maintenance in Sondo-

Sondo. 

 

 

   Sosiolinguistic Studies 

The use of Gorap 

language  
 

  The types of maintenance 

Maintenance of Gorap      

Language 

 Internalization 

 Socialization 

 Implementation 

 Daily activities 

 Ritual activities 

 Institutional activities 

Quantitative 

Qualitative methods 



1.9 Methods and Tecniques 

1.9.1 Methods 

      Methods are ways or steps that must be passed when we make 

research in the community or related to books. The method used in this 

study is quantitative and qualitative method: 

      In simpler language, quantitative research is scientific research that is 

systematically organized into parts and tries to find causality to find out the 

interrelationships. If further concluded, quantitative research methods 

focus more on number data with certain instruments or measuring 

instruments, while qualitative methods aim to describe analytical data in a 

narrative manner. 

 

1.9.1.1 Population 

      Population is a group of people or a community that is counted as a 

whole. And the population in this study is the people of Sondo-sondo 

village or gorap tribe. 

 

1.9.1.2 Sample 

      Sample is a part of a population that is then taken as test material or 

used as an interview target in a research. The sample is partly or as a 

representative of the population to be examined. The sample is a portion 

of the population of the Sondo-sondo community. 

 



1.9.1.3 Location 

The location where this research will be conducted. And the location that 

became the destination is in the village of Sondo-sondo (Gorap tribe) 

which is in East Halmahera. 

 

1.9.2 Kinds Of Data 

1. Primary data, is data obtained from respondents, namely Sondo-

Sondo Village Community. And also from the result of interviewing 

the Gorap‟s community. 

2. Secondary data, is data obtained in a ready-made form, already 

collected by other parties (usually already in the form of 

publication). 

 

1.9.3 Techniques Of Collecting Data 

There are several techniques used in collecting data, namely: 

1. Observation 

      Observation technique is technique or activities performed on an 

object with the intention to know and understand a situation to obtain the 

information needed to continue research. This technique is also often 

performed by most field researchers. 

This technique is used to monitor how the People of Sondo-sondo 

continue to maintain their language and how they, especially young 

people. 



2. Interview 

      As we know that interviews are a verbal question and answer process 

for obtaining information. The form of information obtained is stated in 

writing, or recorded audio visual. Interviews are the main activity in 

observational studies. The exchange of information and ideas through 

questioning is intended to form meaning in a particular topic. Interviews 

are used in research to add the weaknesses of observation methods in 

data collection. Information from the resource person can be studied more 

deeply by providing an interpretation of the situation and phenomena that 

occur. 

3. Recording 

     Recording technique is a technique that is done to obtain data by 

recording the speech of informants by using a recording device like ; a 

tape recorder or mobile phone as a tool for data collection purposes. The 

researchers recorded during the conversation process between the 

researcher and the informant who is in the Gorap tribe. The recording 

technique has also been widely used by researchers as one of their 

techniques in collecting data. Considering if the data is only collected by 

how to hear or write then the data will not be complete. Therefore, the 

recording technique is needed if only researcher forget to talk with 

respondent. 

 

 



4.  Questionnaire 

      Questionnaire is a research method that must be answered by 

respondents to express their views on a problem. Questionnaires were 

shared with respondents based on random sampling techniques in which 

all individuals in the population were either individually or together given 

the same opportunity to be selected as members of the sample. 

 

1.9.4 Technique of analysis data 

     This technique is methods of processing data into information. When 

conducting a study, we need to analyze the data so that the data is easy 

to understand. Data analysis is also needed so that we get a solution to 

the problem of research that is being worked on 

 

1.9.5 Data Interpretation 

      Interpretation of research data is a form of activity to combine the 

results of analysis with a variety of questions, criteria, or at a certain 

standard in order to be able to create a meaning of the existence of a data 

that has been collected by a person. 

 

1.9.5 Analysis Data 

       From the data that has been collected then the next step is analyzed,       

analysis data is deciphering or explaining the data that can be obtained 

from the field critically. In analyzing the data that has been collected 



researcher use quantitative qualitative method, which is very often used by 

field researchers who have been researching. From the data that has 

been collected, researcher concluded that in Sondo sondo village, all the 

people still have a high simpathy in their language and have a deep 

awareness to preserve the Gorap language. 

 

1.9.7 Conclusion 

       Conclusion is the final statement or summary of various data that 

have been analyzed. Conclusions are made in order to help readers 

understand why a study is said so important, the conclusion is not only a 

summary of the main research topic discussed but also a synthetic of 

other points. 

 


