
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Resistance to the domination of power almost applies in every political and economic 

arena. The practice of domination as a factual representation of power certainly has broad 

implications. In the politics, for example, one of the implications caused by the dominance of 

too much power is the decline in government performance in overcoming social problems. In 

the economic, it is shown by the growing awareness of certain parties that they are in a 

subordinated position. It was this awareness that then aroused the spirit of resistance which 

was represented by the main actors in a committee and a number of other members. 

It is undeniable that power always tends to lie. As stated by Acton (in Ermasjah, 2010: 

1) in his famous expression “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely”. If analyzed, Acton’s statement it could mean that power is always manipulative 

because it does not differentiate in which arena the practice of dominative power occurs. 

Power that is too strong tends to override the values and norms that actually become a source 

of inspiration to legitimize the practice of domination of power. This form of legitimacy, for 

example, puts forward the principle of obedience from subordinated parties so that there is no 

room for them to protest. 

Another option that is actually parallel is that the subordinated group is a representation 

of the existence of power. That a leader who holds absolute power always moves people who 

are in a subordinate position so that they are willing to give their service and contribution to 

the leader to work effectively, efficiently, economically and productively. 

Usually a leader will try to influence the resources of his subordinates towards the 

achievement of goals, and getting to that point is not as easy as imagined because the human 

resources of subordinates have different characteristics so that it often leads to conflict, 



debate, protest, and even resistance. which, in fact, comes when there are minority voices 

(people who are exposed to being in a subordinated position) are not included in the political 

count. 

According to Thoha, leadership style is a behavioral norm used by a person when that 

person tries to influence the behavior of others (Thoha, 2004: 51). This means that leadership 

styles are consistent behavior patterns that are applied in work as perceived by subordinates. 

In order to question leadership styles, a leader does not have to maintain a consistent style in 

all his activities. On the contrary, it must be flexible, and adapt its style to the specific 

situation of individuals. Thus, it will give birth to a different type of leadership depending on 

the specific situation where the power is located. Not infrequently these specific situations 

can give birth to a typical dictatorial leader. 

According to Jules (2005: 12), a dictator can gain great power if he is able to control 

the military. This is further exacerbated by the attitude of the people who do not care about 

the national political situation so that in many cases when people’s lives are at a point of 

misery, the people will automatically risk their freedom to the leader. At other moments, 

situations of intellectual crisis are usually used by certain groups to fight in their own unique 

ways and cannot be separated from the instinct to make a conscious movement first. This 

research will focus on the problem of resistance carried out by women in the novel “In the 

Time of the Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez. 

Every literate reader is aware that there is always a gap in interpretation in every work. 

Julia Alvarez’s novel with title “In the Time of the Butterflies” is no exception. A novel 

based on a true story. Julia Alvarez in a genius way managed to raise the specific issues of 

the dictatorship of a Trujillo (the leader of the dictator who had ruled in the Dominican 

Republic for 30 years) and the resistance carried out by women which was reflected in the 

characters Minerva, Mate, Dede, and Patria ( Mirabal Sisters/ Las Maripossa). 



This novel is set between 1950 and 1960, but is retold from 1994 by someone who has 

survived until that time (through a closed interview with Dede Mirabal). It is also known, as a 

Dominican-American, Julia Alvarez was involved in the Trujillo dictatorship. 

The story begins at the age of 12 when Minerva enters a boarding school and meets 

Sinita, a reclusive girl who later becomes her close friend. It was from Sinita that Minerva 

first heard the story of the cruelty of Trujillo, the country’s leader whose photo is reverently 

displayed in his parents' home alongside an image of Jesus. As complementing Sinita’s 

testimony, Minerva was immediately confronted with clear evidence of Trujilo’s moral 

depravity and dictatorship through the incident that happened to her dormmate. 

A series of events faced by Minerva which gradually fostered her belief in the 

confinement of the Dominicans under the Trujillo government. As an adult, Minerva 

continued her studies at the law faculty. Dominicans initially believed in a patriarchal system 

that forbids women from going to school because of Dominican tradition and culture. 

However, Minerva managed to dismantle the cover. He proved himself to be able to finish his 

studies on time. However, when she graduated, Minerva had to be content with her diploma 

without having the opportunity to practice law, because Trujillo had started to see Minerva 

Mirabal as a threat to power. On the sidelines of his struggle, he also married Manolo and 

started an underground movement against Trujillo. 

It all started with Minerva, the third daughter in the Mirabal family. But the struggle 

against the dictator in the end was not only carried out by Minerva alone. Maria Teresa 

(Mate) who had lived with Minerva was involved, Patria who accidentally witnessed the 

death of a teenager due to Trujillo’s actions convinced herself to take part in the struggle, 

even Dede, who was initially afraid and opposed by her husband, slowly gained courage from 

the strength of her sisters. Mirabal’s four daughters known as “Las Mariposas” or the 

butterflies together with their husbands (except for Dede’s husband) became the center of the 



struggle to overcome fear, ignite courage and demand the independence of the Dominican 

people. 

This novel by Julia Alvarez was made to describe the condition of the Dominican 

Republic under the leadership of Rafael Leonidas Trujillo for approximately 30 years, from 

1930 to 1961. In the 30 years of Trujillo’s reign, thousands of people disappeared without a 

trace, the Dominican Republic became one of the bloodiest places in America under 

Trujillo’s atrocities. 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

1.2.1 What are the reasons for women’s resistance to the Trujillo regime in Jullia Alvarez’s 

novel “In the Time of the Butterflies”? 

1.2.2 What are the model of  resistance carried out by women in the novel “In the Time of 

the Butterflies” by Jullia Alvarez? 

1.3 Scope of the Study 

This research is limited to the issue of women’s resistance represented through the 

Mirabal Sisters in the novel “In The Time of the Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez. The issue of 

dictatorship is only used as supporting data in this study for analytical purposes. 

1.4 Objective of the Study 

1.4.1 To understand the factors behind the resistance of women that represented by the 

Mirabal Sisters in Julia Alvarez’s novel “In the Time of the Butterflies”. 

1.4.2 Analyzing the model of the Mirabal Sisters’ resistance against Trujillo’s rule in Julia 

Alvarez’s “In the Time of the Butterflies”. 

1.5 Signiaficances of the Research 

1.5.1 Theoretical Significances 



This research really provides additional knowledge and especially to researcher, both 

knowledge of literary works and understanding related to the formulation of the problem 

under study. 

1.5.2 Practical Significances 

As a researcher’s appreciation for a work of fiction that is able to present a story with a 

thick historical feel. This research can be used as an additional reference for readers or other 

literary researchers. 

1.6 Review of Related Study 

To support this research, the researcher looks for several scientific studies that have 

been done previously in connection with the formulation of the problem being studied. Some 

of these studies are in the form of articles and thesis. Literature review should be done as a 

step to avoid plagiarism. In addition, literature review can help researchers make distinctions 

and unifications both at the title and analysis level. More than that, of course, literature 

review helps researchers in terms of references. Thus, several forms of thesis belonging to 

other researchers will be described as follows. 

First, the research conducted by Umar (2011) with the title “Message of the 

Emancipation of Women in Film (Content Analysis in the Film In The Time Of The 

Butterflies) by Phoenix Pictures/ Barnstorm Film Production” which was adapted from novel 

“In the Time of the Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez. This study focuses on how big the 

percentage of women’s movement messages appear in the film “In the Time of the 

Butterflies”. Categorization in this study is divided into three, namely, the Emancipation of 

Women in the Family, Emancipation in the Social Environment, and Emancipation in Work. 

The method used in this research is content analysis with descriptive type. This research takes 

a certain scope, namely by analyzing all the scenes contained in the film “In the Time of the 

Butterflies” by Mariano Barroso in 2001 as many as 79 scenes with a duration of 87.61 



minutes. The unit of analysis used is scene to scene in the film “In the Time of the 

Butterflies” which contains elements of women’s emancipation in the form of scenes and 

dialogues. The unit of measurement of this research is the frequency of appearance of 

representations of women’s emancipation in the film “In the Time of the Butterflies” through 

the text and behavior of characters or characters in films that contain elements of women’s 

emancipation. The data analysis technique uses content analysis with the help of a frequency 

distribution table to facilitate the mapping of the coding data. The reliability test used is the 

Hostly formula. Based on the results of the content analysis, the researchers found that there 

were 11 scenes out of 78 scenes or 14.12% of the 100% scenes in the film “In the Time of the 

Butterflies” containing the emancipation of women. From 14.12% of women’s emancipation 

contained in the film, it shows that the category of women’s emancipation in the family 

consists of 5 scenes or 6.41%. The category of women’s emancipation in society is known as 

5 scenes or 6.41%, and the category of women’s emancipation in work is 1 scene or 1.3%. 

Second, the research conducted by Nugroho (2007) with the title “Kediktatoran Tokoh 

Puan Tirana Sang Penguasa Buta” in the novel “Negri Senja” by Seno Gumira Ajidarma. 

This study uses a structural approach to literature by analyzing the elements of characters and 

characterizations. The method used in this research is descriptive method, to describe the 

dictatorial attitudes in Puan Tirana the Blind Ruler. The purpose of this study is to describe 

the structure of the story, especially the characters and characterizations, and to describe the 

dictatorship of Puan Tirana. The results of this study indicate that the character of Puan Sang 

The Blind Ruler is a blind woman who controls the Land of the Twilight with her cruelty. In 

carrying out her dictatorship, Puan Tirana uses two dictatorial attitudes, namely 1) using 

divisive and paralyzing tactics in order to stay in power. 2) use terror to discourage any 

attempt to overthrow him. 



Third, the research conducted by Pawestri (2015) with the title “Hegemony of Power” 

in the Novel “Bibir Merah” by Achmad Munif. This study aims to describe the formation of 

ideology, the form of hegemony of power that operates and the fictional elements used to 

represent the hegemony of power. This research is a qualitative descriptive study. The 

research is focused on the problem of ideological formation, the form of hegemony by using 

the hegemonic perspective of ideas from Gramsci. The data were analyzed using qualitative 

descriptive analysis techniques. The results of the research obtained are first, there are several 

ideological formations in the novel “Bibir Merah” such as authoritarianism, feudalism, 

capitalism, socialism and vandalism. Authoritarianism and feudalism are the most dominant 

and widely used. Second, the form of hegemony of power that operates creates two areas, 

namely civil society and political society, each of which performs hegemony or becomes a 

victim of hegemony. Third, the fictional elements used to represent the hegemony of power 

are themes, characters, settings and plots where each element has variants and findings that 

represent the hegemony of power. 

The specific difference of this research is in the object of research, namely the question 

of the characteristics of the Trujillo dictatorship and the models of the Mirabal Sisters’ 

resistances to the Trujillo regime in the novel “In the Time of the Butterflies” by Julia 

Alvarez. This research used postructuralism approach without discarding the literary 

dimension. The intrinsic element of literary works remains a guide for researcher in making 

identification and mapping. Moreover, this research used descriptive analysis method. The 

issue of propaganda which is often used as a means of controlling and managing power is 

only as additional data to describe more clearly the problem of the Trujillo dictatorship and 

the model of resistance carried out by the Mirabal sisters. The definition of propaganda in this 

research is only limited to the means of managing, controlling public opinion and power, 



namely as knowledge. Although ideas must be defended, propaganda must be flexible, 

according to the circumstances, or when the propaganda is launched. 

1.7 Theoretical Basis 

1.7.1 Concept of Resistance 

The emergence of resistance is caused by political and economic conditions which can 

result in a certain group being on the side of subordination while other groups are on the pole 

of domination. Usually the main reason the resistance movement is carried out by subordinate 

groups is the existence of too strong legitimacy from the ruling group (dominant group). The 

dominant group is usually filled by the upper middle class. If we examine further, the reasons 

for the resistance movement to emerge are actually significant with the causes for the 

emergence of dictatorships. As stated by Archer (2005: 9) regarding several reasons for the 

emergence of dictators, including; 

1) The people are not satisfied with the government in power. Feelings of dissatisfaction 

arise because of a weak and ineffective government. 

2) The condition of the people who are suffering and desperate. 

3) Dictator and his followers hold control of power through bureaucracy. This kind of 

thing can happen legally and constitutionally. 

4) Dictatorship can emerge by means of violence and extra-constitutional. 

5) Opposition that is destroyed by means of violence or non-violence. In a dictatorial 

state, the laws are generally revised so that political enemies cannot return to power. 

The reasons stated by Archer above can be used as another consideration regarding the 

emergence of the resistance movement. In other words, a country ruled by a dictator became 

the main reason for the emergence of resistance. There are several important points behind 

the emergence of the resistance movement, which can be explained as follows. 

1.7.1.1 The Existence of Oppression 



The main reason for the emergence of resistance movements originating from 

subordinate groups is the issue of physical oppression or through knowledge (idea hegemony) 

by the dominant group. A country led by a dictator will never tolerate opposition. All 

opposition must be abolished, all human rights guaranteed in democracy are even denied with 

excuses as a sign of weakness. That means different voices will never be noticed at all. The 

press no longer carries out the function of control and criticism because it is elitist, especially 

in fabricating the dictator’s knowledge or distorting the facts. 

1.7.1.2 Democracy is Only Used as an Instrument to Legitimize Power (A Pseudo 

Democracy) 

To exercise his absolute power, a dictator usually uses democracy. Democracy which 

was originally intended as an instrument of hearing opinions, as well as a tool that can 

guarantee civil liberties to gain access to social justice, or to live together in a rational way, 

was initially used only as a “power to do” in order to obtain “power over”. To achieve strong 

legitimacy (power over), usually a dictator forms an elite group in parliament to ensure the 

circulation and relations of power. Resistance usually arises from the subordinate group’s 

understanding of the meaning of the substance of democracy, namely to achieve a just 

standard of living together. 

1.7.1.3 Fighting for Ideology 

Ideology is a term that has a broad scope because the term ideology can actually be 

discussed in many contexts. Ideology can be discussed in the context of education, science, 

and of course in the political context. The reason why the issue of ideology becomes an 

important discussion and becomes one of the focuses of political discussion is because 

ideology is absolute in order to maintain the existence and survival of a nation or state. 

Ideology, in short, becomes a source of value that becomes a reference in people’s lives, 



which in turn becomes a guide to the behavior of citizens through elaboration in the form of 

legal regulations. 

The ontological of ideology is sourced from a world view. The epistemological basis of 

ideology is related to ideological assumptions about the truth and how to obtain the truth 

which then affects the policy-making process of countries that adhere to that ideology. 

Political philosophy treated ideologies as contradictory to one another. For example, 

communism is forever against capitalism, democracy is against monarchy and oligarchy, and 

so on. A dictatorial leader in a country usually applies a certain ideology according to the 

capital and access he has. If the dictator is in control of the military and has sufficient access 

to uranium to produce weapons, it is not impossible that the ideology applied by the dictator 

is authoritarianism and totalitarianism, which is contrary to the ideology of socialism which 

usually arises from the subordinate class. 

1.7.1.4 Totalitarianism as a Dictatorship Characteristics 

Totalitarianism is a feature of modern dictatorships that is distinguished from the 

dictatorships of the past. Through totalitarianism, state control over individuals becomes 

complete in accordance with the principle that individuals exist for the state where each 

individual gains independence to serve the state. The resistance movement emerged from 

subordinated groups in order to obtain rights as individuals and rights as citizens. 

1.7.2 Models of Resistance 

The issue of resistance has been an attraction for social scientists for a long time. In the 

late 1980s, resistance has become a trend in examining cases that are easy to observe and are 

empirical. For social researchers, resistance is considered to be cultural in nature, because it 

arises through people’s daily expressions and actions. Resistance is not a fixed quality of 

action but rather as something relational. This means that resistance is not understood as 

something singular and universal, but something that is formed by various repertoires whose 



meanings are specific to a particular time, place, and social relationship. Resistance should be 

based on an understanding of the context and history of its society. A resistance can be 

carried out openly or secretly by someone to oppose or protest against the rules or actions of 

other people who are considered not in accordance with the prevailing ideology and 

provisions. 

James C. Scott (2000: 385-386) reveals that resistance is manifested in two forms, 

namely (1) open resistance (public transcript) in front of many people, girls receive 

dominance from strong parties (for example from parents and husbands), and (2) hidden 

transcripts, namely resistance carried out secretly or in secret against a strong party. The two 

categories, by Scott, are distinguished by the articulation of resistance, form, characteristics, 

social and cultural areas. According to Scott, open resistance is characterized by an open 

interaction between subordinate classes and superordinate/superdinant classes. Meanwhile, 

clandestine resistance is characterized by a closed, indirect interaction between the 

subordinate classes and the superdinant classes. 

Scott (2000: 385-386) reviews the general notion of resistance by looking at the actual 

situation in society. Resistance is defined as something that is (1) organic, systematic and 

cooperative, (2) has the principle of selflessness, (3) has revolutionary consequences, and (3) 

includes ideas or intentions that negate the background around family life. According to 

James Scott, open resistance (including social protests or demonstrations), is a form of 

resistance that is organized, systematic, and principled. Instruments used in this kind of 

resistance are usually carried out by violent means such as rebellion. In addition, there is also 

a closed resistance model (usually symbolic or ideological), which is a rejection of categories 

imposed on society. For example gossip, slander, or withdrawal of respect for the authorities. 

Based on the explanation above, Scott is of the view that resistance is carried out because of 

the oppression that occurs in people’s daily lives. 



Resistance is used by oppressed people as a tool to defend their rights. This is the 

reason for people who feel oppressed to maintain the existing subsistence by rejecting the 

changes that have been determined through the resistance movement. In simple terms, Scott 

divides two types of resistance in terms of their nature and characteristics, namely open 

resistance (public transcript) and closed resistance (hidden transcript) as described as follow. 

1.7.2.1 Opened Resistance (Public Transcript) 

Open resistance (public transcript) is a form of resistance that can be observed, 

concrete and there is direct communication between two disputing parties. Open resistance is 

a form of resistance marked by the emergence of actions that originate from direct 

communication between the upper class (the ruling class) and the lower class (the weak). An 

example of open resistance is a general uprising such as a demonstration. On a different page, 

Scott (2000: 17) reveals that there are four characteristics that indicate open resistance, 

including the following. (1) Tangible resistance according to the prevailing system, organized 

between one party and another, and working together. (2) There is an impact of change 

(revolutionary consequences) in the movement that can affect survival. (3) It is rational by 

focusing on the interests of many people. (4) Aims to abolish acts of domination and 

oppression from the rulers. Open resistance refers to movements that are carried out 

systematically with coordination between leaders and members who participate in resistance. 

1.7.2.2 Closed Resistance (Hidden Transcript) 

Closed resistance is a form of resistance carried out by someone through a less 

systematic procedure. Closed resistance tends to refer to the movement of resistance slowly 

by taking into account the form of resistance, the achievements obtained and the 

determination of individual attitudes in organizing the desire and ability to fight. Scott (2000: 

17) explains that there are four characteristics of closed resistance, including (1) Occurring 



irregularly. (2) Disorganized. (3) Individual nature (aimed at seeking profit on individual 

interests). (4) Does not contain the implication of changes. 

In short, both types of resistance show that society uses resistance as a tool to help the 

oppressed in maintaining the existing culture and system. Open resistance shows the 

existence of resistance that are recognized by the community because the form of action can 

be observed, while closed resistance tends to have no real manifestation in the emergence of 

actions because they are individual and are considered to have an effect on the existing order 

within a person. 
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Based on the conceptual scheme above, it can be seen that the main focus of this 

research is divided into two cases, namely the reasons for the emergence of women’s 
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resistance that represented by Mirabal Sisters and how the resistance model is seen in two 

aspects, namely open resistance (public transcript) and closed resistance (hidden transcript). 

Some of the things that are the main focus of this research will be reviewed based on 

the poststructuralism approach. The basic assumption of this study using a poststructuralism 

approach because literary works as an expression of human life tell a lot about various things 

with full meaning that can be understood through plot analysis, dialogue, characterizations 

and other elements that build literary works. In addition, poststructuralism is useful when 

looking at how a literary text displays a text that is open to criticism, deconstruction, and 

focused on the existence of the character (subject). 

The Mirabal Sisters’ model of resistance depended on their potential abilities. Apart 

from being based on potential abilities or other instinctual reasons, the application of the 

techniques and methods of resistance that each of them applies depends on the ever-changing 

political situation and conditions. Situations and conditions like this allow the Mirabal Sisters 

to carry out tactics through agitation and propaganda to incite and influence, more than that, 

propaganda is used as a means of struggle. Two models of resistance, namely open resistance 

and closed resistance models will be analyzed while still paying attention to the intrinsic 

elements of the novel, especially the dialogue, plot and characterizations. 

The method used in this research is descriptive analysis method. This method is used to 

make it easier for researchers to identify and analyze. To be more clear will be described as 

follows. 

1.9 Method of the Research (Descriptive Analysis Method) 

The research method is very important in scientific research. In simple terms, the 

method is a regular way used by someone to do a job in order to achieve the desired target. 

Likewise in analyzing a literary work. The method has a limiting role as well as providing a 



stage that allows literary research to be carried out. The method that will be used in this 

research can be explained as follows. 

 

 

Talking about the method, Ratna (2015: 53) stated that the descriptive analysis method 

was carried out by developing facts and then followed by analyzing. In simple terms, it can 

be concluded that describing a novel is the same as making a mapping of related and 

unrelated facts. The facts contained in the novel can be in the form of a sequence of events 

and so on. The facts diplah are based on the problem under study. The analysis is carried out 

at the next stage, namely after the facts, sequence of events, and so on are sorted out. 

1.10 Techniques of Collecting Data 

1.10.1 Reading Comprehension 

At this stage the researcher reads the novel “In the Time of the Butterflies” repeatedly, 

then identification and classifies the whole story which consists of each part. 

1.10.2 Internet Browsing 

The researcher used the internet to browse several articles related to this research. 

1.10.3 Library Research 

Researchers read several books, article, script and theses belonging to other researchers 

as a comparison material to avoid plagiarism, besides that library research was used as an 

additional reference in the preparation of this study. 

1.11 Techniques of Analyzing Data  

1.11.1 Classification 

In this section, the researcher reading the novel repeatedly and then classifies it 

according to the problem to be analyzed. This technique aims to find things in story 



fragments or paragraphs in the story which can be in the form of dialogue, characterizations, 

and so on that are related to the problem being studied. 

1.11.2 Interpretation 

The researcher interprets the story in the novel and then finds the problem to be 

analyzed. The problem to be analyzed is unique and specific which is then used as the title of 

the research. 

1.11.3 Explanation 

The last technique used by the researcher is to provide a thorough explanation related to 

the statement of problem and scope of the study. It is intended that researchers are able to 

understand comprehensively. 

1.12 Systematics of Writing 

Chapter I is an introduction that contains the background, problem formulation, 

research object, research limitations, research objectives, literature review, theoretical basis, 

approaches used in research, conceptual scheme, research methods and techniques, data 

collection techniques, data analysis techniques, writing systematics, and bibliography. The 

title of this research is “The Resistance of Women” in the novel “In the Time of the 

Butterflies” by Julia Alvarez by using a Poststructuralism approach. 

The title of this research is a general view that is taken from the statement of the 

problems. The background of this research contains a brief description of the problem 

formulation made in a narrative manner. The focus of this research is on two problems, 

namely (1) What is the background of the struggle of women in the novel “In the Time of the 

Butterflies” by Jullia Alvarez? (2) What is the model of resistance carried out by women in 

the novel “In the Time of the Butterflies” by Jullia Alvarez? 

The benefits of this research certainly provide additional knowledge for researchers. 

Researchers use literature studies to ensure that this research can avoid plagiarism. Thus, the 



three forms of theses belonging to other researchers need to be described briefly. The 

theoretical basis in this study contains several main concepts related to the formulation of the 

problem under study. The conceptual framework is used in this study so that it can function 

as a tool to understand the flow of analysis and the flow of thought of researchers in relation 

to the formulation of the problem. 

Chapter II contains authorship, namely the background of the author’s life, career and 

works that have been written. Chapter III is Data and Analysis, which is about the results 

obtained from the data that has been identified, calculated based on its accuracy and studied 

carefully in accordance with the formulation of the research problem. Chapter IV contains 

research conclusions and suggestions. 

 

 


