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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background 

Literature is a creative work that contains the intent and purpose of the 

author. Usually the author describes and expresses various symptoms 

experienced by humans through his work. In other words, a literary work 

contains various ideas, theories and systems of thought. All of these aspects 

come from the authors who have an important role in using creative ideas as 

outlined in their works. Literature as a term denotes all books and writings 

(Leitch 2001:28). From this statement, literature consists of all types of 

writings and books without exception. 

Character is an important element in literary works, especially in novels. 

Novel is a reflection or thought of the author which is poured into writing that 

is taken from human experience. In the novel there are several parts that 

support a novel and become an important element in it. One important part of 

it is the character. The character in the novel is one of the intrinsic elements 

in literary works. 

According to Stanton, the term character is usually used in two contexts. 

The first context, the character refers to the individual who appears in the 

story. The second context, refers to the mixing of characters from various 

interests, desires, emotions and moral principles of individuals (Stanton 

2007:33). Characters have a major role in a novel because without 
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characters, the author will have difficulty expressing his imaginative feelings. 

The characters represent the mind of the writer and that is where the 

characterization comes to mind. Characterizations can pay attention to 

various aspects of a character, such as appearance, age, gender, cultural 

background, hobbies, sexual orientation, religious belief, ambition, motivation, 

personality, etc. 

While we read a novel, there will be a feeling of wanting to know the 

story about the life of each character described in the novel. The author when 

writing a novel is not only to give pleasure to the reader but also to convey a 

message about the events and conflicts of the characters in the novel. The 

author explains that each person has a different character of each. 

The novel "Dear Martin" tells the story of a black man named Justyce 

McAllister who is 17 years old. Justyce is an award-winning full-time student 

at Braselton Preparatory Academy in Atlanta, Georgia. He grew up in an area 

which he found very bad because the people around him had a very big 

influence which forced him to adapt to them. In the end, Justyce felt that her 

life would not get justice as long as people only saw things based on the color 

of their skin. From that incident Justyce tried to fight all forms of racism that 

she got from the environment where she lived and school. 

Finally, from this incident, it can shape Justyce character to rise after 

getting racist treatment, Justyce himself feels that he will always be in trouble 

as long as the people around him still see things based on race. Therefore, 
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Martin Luther King influence on Justyce character was to survive in that 

environment. 

Martin Luther King was a Baptist minister and anti-racism activist in the 

United States, he was also a leader in the civil rights movement from 1954-

1968. He is known for fighting for and demanding civil rights regarding racial 

equality that occurs where there are differences in treatment of skin color. 

Martin Luther King thought that public services or the treatment of society in 

general must be fair, where what happened at that time, the black race was 

always considered a race or low group so that it was treated inhumanely. 

The way Martin fought for what he considered to be the truth was 

carried out by means of peaceful action in this case without using violence 

because he was based on the teachings of Christianity, Martin Luther King 

was also inspired by one of the activists from India, Mahatma Gandhi. Martin 

during his lifetime in defending and fighting for racial equality described in this 

novel is how Justyce or the main character was then inspired to follow Martin 

Luther King ways of surviving and defending and fighting for civil rights at that 

time. 

So, Martin influence on Justyce personality is by giving psychological 

values to Justyce in this case plegmatic and sanguine to form calm, empathy 

thinking and being able to be patient and influence Justyce thinking to be 

more sanguine in this case always think positively and not give up easily in 

life. face the problems of racism in their environment without resorting to 



 

4 
 

violence. In this case, it can be seen from books and sermons that contain 

questions about Martin's thoughts that contribute to shaping Justyce 

character and mindset. 

While the researcher first read this novel, the researcher was interested 

in the main character, namely Justyce McAllister. A very interesting character 

who brings the reader into the events experienced and the researcher wants 

to study further what are the characteristics of the main character described in 

the novel and how the influence of Dr. Martin for the main character in dealing 

with racism in America. described in the novel "Dear Martin" in the novel by 

Nic Stone by using descriptive analysis methods and structuralism approach. 

The reason the researcher chooses character analysis is because the 

researcher wants to study further about the main character by using a 

structuralism approach and descriptive analysis method. 

1.2. Statement of Problems 

Based on the above background, this research has two problems that 

must be answered 

1.2.1 What are the traits of the main character described in the novel "Dear 

Martin" by Nic Stone? 

1.2.2 How does influence Dr. Martin to the main character in dealing with 

racism of America potrayed in the novel "Dear Martin" by Nic Stone? 
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1.3. Scope of the Study 

This study focuses on the formulation of the problem, namely, what are 

the characteristics of the main character described in the novel "Dear Martin" 

by Nic Stone, namely intelligence, caring, kindness and how is the influence 

of Dr. Martin on the personality of the main character in dealing with racism in 

America, namely plegmatic and sanguine depicted in the novel "Dear Martin" 

by Nic Stone. 

1.4. Objectives of the Study 

The aims of this research are: 

1.4.1 To describe the traits of the main character in the novel "Dear martin" 

by Nic Stone. 

1.4.2 To analyze influence Dr. Martin to the main character in dealing with 

racism of America portrayed in the novel "Dear Martin" by Nic Stone. 

1.5. Significances of the Study 

This research is expected to provide benefits both in theory and 

practice: 

1.5.1 Theoretical Significance 

The significance of this research is expected to provide the following 

benefits: 

1) To enrich the theory of character and characterization through 

character analysis. 
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2) To contribute and provide new information about character theory, 

especially literary studies in the novel "Dear Martin” by Nic Stone. 

1.5.2 Practical Significance 

The results of this study are expected to provide the following benefits: 

This research is expected to contribute to English Literature students and 

future researchers. For students of English literature, the results of this study 

are expected to increase knowledge and for further researchers, the results of 

this study are expected to be used as a reference in conducting research on 

the characters used in different novels. 

1.6 Review of Related Study 

To support this research, the researcher looks for several scientific 

studies that have been done previously, namely in articles and theses of 

other researchers that are rarely carried out to avoid plagiarism. Thus, several 

forms of thesis belonging to other researchers will be described as follows. 

First, the research conducted by Wisudawati (2008) with the title "Main 

character Analysis on the Blues eye by Toni Morrison”. Wisudawati  analyzes 

the character of the main character in the novel and how the character is 

depicted in the novel. The research analyzed by these characters using 

descriptive-qualitative analysis method that tries to explain and describe the 

content of the novel. This study uses content analysis research that seeks to 

find all the characteristics of black Americans in the novel and understand the 

depiction of the characteristics in the story as well as the worldview when the 



 

7 
 

story was made. The main characters and characterizations in the novel “The 

Bluest Eye” are not complicated because the main characters have basic 

characteristics and do not change over time. This story also shows the victims 

of discrimination among blacks. 

The second research to conducted by Indriani and Wahyuni (2021), 

"Institutional Racism in American Post-Civil Rights Movement In Dear Martin 

by Nic Stone”. This analysis focuses on four issues of systematic racism as 

seen through several African-American characters. The results of the study 

show that African-American characters experience four forms of institutional 

racism, namely The White Racial Frame and Its Embedded Racist Ideology, 

Alienated Social Relations, Racial Hierarchy with Divergent Group Interests, 

and Related Racial Domination: Discrimination in Many Aspects using the 

concept of systematic racism by Joe R. Feagin to analyze this novel. 

The third research was conducted by Pandiangan (2014), “Character 

Analysis of the Main Character in the novel The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyl 

and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson”. This novel has eight characters 

but only two main characters and this analysis focuses on the analysis of the 

main character “Dr. Jekyll” who is also known as “Mr. Hyde". The purpose of 

this research is to describe personality: the good and bad sides of the main 

character based on Robert's theory. This research uses descriptive method 

and the data is taken from the novel itself. 
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The difference between my research and the three previous researchers 

is to describe the characteristics of the main character and analyze the 

influence of Dr. Martin against the main character in dealing with American 

racism described in the novel "Dear Martin" by Nic Stone by using descriptive 

analysis methods and structuralism approach. 

1.7 Theoretical Basis 

To achieve the above objectives and to support the research and 

analysis of the novel "Dear Martin" by Nic Stone. First of all, the researcher 

wants to convey some definitions of theories that are closely related to the 

novel to be analyzed. 

1.7.1 Character  

In writing fiction, terms such as character and characterization are often 

used interchangeably to indicate almost the same meaning. According to 

Stanton (1965:17) in the thesis MG. Lia Rosaria I (2004) Characters have two 

different appearances, namely as story characters that are displayed and as 

attitudes of interests, desires, emotions, and moral principles possessed by 

these characters. 

Characters, as stated by Abrams (1999: 32-33), are people who are 

shown in a narrative or drama that the reader interprets as having certain 

moral qualities and tendencies which are expressed in speech and what is 

done in action. Not unlike Abrams, Baldic (2001: 37) explains that a character 

is a person who plays a role in a fictional story or drama, while 
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characterization is the direct or indirect presence of a character in a fictional 

story or drama and invites the reader to interpret its quality through words. 

and action. 

Characters in fiction can be divided into several types of naming based 

on the point of view where the naming is done. A character can be 

categorized into several types at once, for example in the novel "Dear Martin" 

this has a main character – Protagonist. 

Character differences are also categorized based on their role and 

importance in the story. The first character mentioned is the main character of 

the story, he is the character whose storytelling is prioritized and is the 

character who is told the most, both the perpetrators of the event and the 

people affected by the event. 

1.7.2 Types of Character 

 According to Sutton (1971: 9) dividing characters in fiction can be 

divided into four types. Flat characters, round characters, static characters 

and dynamic characters. 

First, flat character is a character that is relatively simple and has few 

dominant traits, the dominant traits in flat characters, such as short-tempered, 

irritable and others. On the other hand, flat characters arise as a result of 

someone's actions and tend to be predictable. Usually flat characters are 

minor. 
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Second, round characters are characters who act as main characters 

against antagonist characters, but on the other hand, round characters can 

also be neutral characters because many of the main characters are not 

heroic at all. 

Third, a static character is a character that is undeveloped, because a 

static character is more dominant in one character, for example in a story the 

character is angry and does not develop, this is his distinctive character so 

that it just happens. 

Fourth, dynamic character is a character that develops, meaning that 

dynamic character develops according to the conditions that occur, because 

this condition makes the character change and develop for the better. 

From the description above, the researcher argues that Justyce is 

included in the dynamic character category because he can change in 

thought and circumstances based on what the researcher read as described 

in the novel. 

1.8 Structuralism Approach 

The structuralism approach was pioneered by Russian formalism and 

Prague structuralism. A fictional literary text, according to the view of 

structuralism, is a totality that is inherently constructed by various elements. 

Structuralism is one of the literary views that emphasizes the study of the 

relationship between the construction elements of the work in question. 
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According to Hawkes (2003:6) structuralism is a way of thinking about 

the world that is primarily concerned with the perception and description of 

structures. Structuralism claims that the nature of each element in a given 

situation has no significance by itself, and is in fact determined by all the 

other elements involved in that situation. The full significance of any entity 

cannot be felt unless it is integrated into the structure of which it is a part. 

Structuralists believe that all constructed human activity is neither natural nor 

essential. therefore, it is the organizational system that matters. Everything 

that humans do is always a matter of selection in certain constructs. 

To strengthen the opinion above, Scholes (1977:2) describe 

structuralism is a methodology with ideological implications that unites all 

sciences into a new belief system.  Structuralism contains certain values that 

can be seen, clearly, in the response of structuralists to epistemological 

problems-especially in the relationship of the human subject to the system of 

perception and language itself, and to the objective world. 

1.8.1 Intrinsic Element 

Intrinsic elements are elements of literary works that have imaginative 

properties, in other words, intrinsic elements are all elements contained in a 

work of fiction, because it is an element contained in the part of a work of 

fiction. 
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1.8.2 Character Overview  

1.8.2.1 Protagonist  

The protagonist is a character that many people like. A protagonist 

sometimes called “hero” by the audience or readers. The protagonist is 

synonymous with all goodness characters in actors that have been selected 

and created by the author. 

Alterbernd and Lewis in the thesis Teta Karina (2016) said that the 

protagonist is a character who is admired. character which is the 

personification of norms, values, which are ideal for the reader. The 

protagonist is the main character in the story. Readers often sympathize with 

the protagonist. In short, everything a character feels, thinks, and does. 

The characteristics of the protagonist role are usually played by the 

main character as described in the novel "Dear Martin" namely the main 

character has positive traits such as, intelligence, caring and kindness that 

can make readers empathy. 

From the description above, the researcher argues that the protagonist 

is a character that is owned by someone, or the main character who is good, 

the protagonist also plays an important role in the story. 

1) Intelligence 

According to Armstrong (2002:2) intelligence is the ability to capture new 

situations and the ability to learn from one’s past experiences. 

 



 

13 
 

2) Caring 

Samani and Harianto (2012:51) caring is treating others politely, acting 

politely, tolerant of differences, not liking to hurt others, not taking advantage 

of others, being able to work together, willing to be involved in community 

activities, loving people and other creatures, loyal, peace-loving in the face of 

problems. 

3) Kindness 

According to Friedman and Schustack (2006) individuals who have a 

kind personality are individuals who are frank, trustworthy, helpful, and 

humble. 

From the description above, the researcher argues that the protagonist 

is a character played by the main character who gives sympathy and empathy 

to the readers. 

1.8.2.2 Antagonist 

The antagonist is the most prominent of the characters opposite the 

protagonist or hero (in) in a dramatic or narrative work. Antagonists are often 

villains trying to thwart the Hero or Hero; but in works where the protagonist is 

represented as evil, the antagonist is often a virtuous or sympathetic 

character. An antagonist is a character in a literary work who opposes the 

protagonist's efforts. (Baldick, 1998: 10-11). 
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1.8.3 Types of Personality 

According to Awangga (2008) he divides the human personality in 

general into four criteria: 

1.8.3.1 Sanguine Personality Type 

The main characteristics of a sanguinis are generally extrovert (likes to 

get along with other people), talkative, optimistic. In addition, people who 

have a sanguine personality usually have an attractive personality, are good 

at talking and have a high sense of humor. Have an enthusiastic nature. 

From the description above, the researcher argues that the main 

character has a sanguine personality that shapes Justyce thinking to be more 

positive and not easily give up when facing racism and survive in the midst of 

racial conditions without using violence. 

1.8.3.2 Melancholic Personality Type 

The main characteristic of a melancholy is generally introvert (not like to 

get along with other people), thinker, pessimistic. In addition, people who 

have a melancholy personal character are usually deep thinkers, analytical, 

serious, diligent, have good talents. A melancholy tends to be careful in 

choosing friends, even though his social sense tends to be high. 

1.8.3.3 Choleric Personality Type 

The main characteristics of a choleric are generally extroverts (likes to 

hang out with other people), actors, optimists. In addition, people who have a 

choleric personal character are usually very talented as the main actors. Has 
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an active nature, likes to make certain changes, is strong-willed and firm in 

making decisions. Not easily discouraged and independent, has high 

optimism and high integrity. 

1.8.3.4 . Plegmatic Personality Type 

The main characteristic of a plegmatic is generally introvert (not like to 

get along with other people), observer, pessimistic. In addition, people who 

have a phlegmatic personal character are usually humble, easy to get along 

with, relaxed and silent. He is able to calm down in the face of complicated 

issues and he tends to be sympathetic to others and kind but he tends to hide 

his own emotions. 

From the description above, the researcher argues that the main 

character depicted in the novel Dear Martin has a plegmatic personality 

because he can be patient, humble and calm when facing racism in his 

environment without going through the path of violence like other Negroes. 
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1.9 Conceptual Scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The schematic above describes several researchers in analyzing literary 

works. All analysis begins with "Dear Martin" by Nic Stone. The novel has two 

problems that need to be studied and identified, the first describes the 

characteristics of the main character, namely the protagonist who is 

intelligence, caring, and kindness. While the second problem is the influence 

of Dr. Martin on the personality of the main character in dealing with American 

racism, namely plegmatic personality type and sanguine personality type 

which is described in the novel "Dear Martin" using a descriptive analysis 

method with a structuralism approach. 
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1.10 Research Method (Descriptive Analysis Method) 

Method is a way of understanding reality, the steps of analyzing it 

systematically. In this study, the systematic steps carried out by the 

researcher only used one method, namely the descriptive analysis method 

which will be explained below: 

Descriptive analysis method is done by describing the facts which are 

then followed by etymological analysis of the description and analysis means 

describing. According to Ratna (2010: 336); "Descriptive analysis method is a 

method by describing while analyzing. By using both methods 

simultaneously, the expected object can be given meaning to its full 

potential”. 

According to the above statement, descriptive analysis can be used to 

analyze an object as long as these methods are related to each other. This 

method is relevant for conducting primary data research that needs to be 

analyzed by researchers about the results found from the data by 

themselves. 

1.11. Data Source 

In this study, researchers used two types of data sources, namely 

primary data and secondary data. 

1.11.1. Primary Data 

Primary data or main data in the novel "Dear Martin" by Nic Stone. This 

novel is published by Simon & Schuster, Uk Ltd, London 2017, 210 pages. 
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1.11.2. Secondary Data 

Researchers took several references from various sources which in the 

process collected data referring to books, articles, journals, and the internet 

as well as diktat or thesis from the university library. 

1.12. Technique of Collecting Data 

1.12.1. Reading comprehension 

In this section, the researcher first reads the novel “Dear Martin” by Nic 

Stone. many times. In this case, to analyze the novel, the researcher tries to 

understand the content of the novel. as much as possible 

1.12.2. Internet Resources 

The second is seen from people on the Internet as well as articles 

related to character. There are also novels that are different but have a similar 

storyline to the main characters.  

1.12.3. Library Research 

The last part of the researcher uses library media to search for script or 

journal related to the research title and approach. 

1.13. Data Analyzing Techniques 

For this section, the researcher used several techniques in analyzing the 

data, including reading comprehension, classification, interpretation, and 

explanation: 
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1.13.1. Classification 

In this section, the researcher reads the novel "Dear Martin" repeatedly 

and then classifies it based on the part to be analyzed. This technique aims to 

find things in the story building or paragraphs in the story that are related to 

the formulation of the problem in this study. 

1.13.2. Interpretation 

The researcher interprets the novel story and then finds the problem to 

be analyzed which is then described in the research title. 

1.13.3. Explanation 

In the last part of the data analysis technique, the researcher describes 

the data, provides a clearer explanation and also places evidence from 

articles, journals, and script. 


