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ABSTRACT 

Lisna M. Sidik. 2020. Inhumanity Reflected in the Novel "Sarah’s Key" by 

Tatiana de Rosnay (From Social Psychology Approach), (Supervised by 

Nurprihatina Hasan and Bakhtiar Majid) 

Sarah’s Key is a novel by the author Tatiana de Rosnay telling a story about 

two main characters at two different times, namely the past and the present. This 

novel tells the story of the conditions in France during a big roundup of holocaust 

on July 1942 of the era of the second world war and about the life of the French 

people in 2002. The holocaust that occurred about 60 years ago still had a serious 

impact on its victims. 

This study aims to discuss the inhumanity side which reflected in the novel 

Sarah’s Key through the Social Psychology Approach. First, analyzing the actions 

which included in the inhumanity acts. Second, it discusses the factors that cause 

the inhumanity acts. Third, it discusses the impacts resulting from these 

inhumanity acts, both physical, mental and social impacts. 

This research uses the descriptive analysis method to study the problems in 

the form of narration and analysis. First, the researcher read the Sarah's Key novel 

repeatedly to comprehend every content related to the topic of the problem. 

Second, the researcher sorts out the contents which are also related to the topic of 

the problem. Third, the researcher analyzes each novel's contents, such as the 

dialogue and the character’s expressions that lead to the topic of the problem. 

Fourth, the researcher explains each data which obtained and provide more 

detailed explanation and draw the conclusions from the research results  which 

obtained. The researcher also read other references which relate to the title of the 

study to facilitate the analysis to be done. 

From the research in the novel, it can be concluded that there are three 

actions that are included in the inhumanity acts committed against the French 

Jews, namely the arrest, massacres which is part of genocide, and the persecution 

carried out by the French Police on the authorization of Nazi Germany in 1942 

during the time of the second world war. The various inhumanity acts which 

found in this novel were caused by the Nazi’s orders and the anti-Semitism. These 

actions had a serious impact on the lives of the Jews, they suffered so much 

during the big roundup carried out by the French Police. The perceived impact is 

physical suffering, mental suffering, and also social suffering. 
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