
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Today, humans are faced with an increasingly sophisticated civilization that causes 

humans to compete to survive from a very dynamic socio-cultural situation. In this dynamic 

journey of civilization, Humans are made to reveal their natural traits. Both humans are 

creatures who are given the burden of duty and responsibility for their lives. or humans as 

wolves to other humans who are always selfish. Humans certainly have all the tools and 

potential to become both of these things. This paper will discuss further on the phenomena 

where humans have the potential to become wolves for other humans and become a 

terminology called crime, crime has always been a complex and complex discussion. 

interesting. Films, dramas, music, to literary works there is always a place for a crime that 

always makes a work more alive and interesting to enjoy. 

Literary works can indirectly be interpreted as one of the media used by the author to 

convey messages to readers, literary works describe the social life and social reality of 

society (Wellek & Werren, 1990). It can be seen that literature is a container containing many 

thoughts and feelings of humans, it has always been one of the references for all mankind to 

date in developing all aspects of life. With the role of literary works of that magnitude, 

literary works are essential for humans to measure the extent to which civilization has 

developed. In which an author of literary works must be equipped with concepts that can 

explain the sociocultural reality that exists in society. 

Agatha Christie is no exception, a novelist who often raises the theme of crime in her 

works, Agatha is often referred to as the “Queen of Crime” or the queen of writing novels 

about crime and mysteries. One of Agatha Christie's most famous novels is “Sleeping 

Murder”. As the last novel which is also the end of the era of the “Criminal Queen”. 



“Sleeping Murder” became so bright along with the development of criminology in the early 

decades, namely between 1879 which was pioneered by a French anthropologist P. Topinard. 

“Sleeping Murder” is an integral part of the further development of criminology. It even 

becomes an additional reference for criminologists to understand the ins and outs of crime or 

criminality. Crime is an unavoidable fact of life. As if plurality cannot become a reality that 

can be accepted by humans, unemployment and the necessities of life have increased 

dramatically, social phenomena such as imbalance in socialization, social disorganization, 

and psychological factors are ultimately directly proportional to the potential for crime. 

crimes that form the motives of crime and types of crime in a society. 

This phenomenon in humans is an interesting discourse to be raised. On this basis, the 

researcher chose to analyze the crime in the novel “Sleeping Murder” by Agatha Christie. 

“Sleeping Murder” begins with two young couples, Gwenda and Giles Reed, who recently 

got married and live in a house called “Hillside”, Dillmouth, England, which turns out to be 

where Gwenda spent her childhood with her parents, even though Helen is a stepmother. Her 

father, Kevin Halliday married Helen when Gwenda's birth mother died in India. The crime 

story begins when Gwenda senses something strange about the house she and Giles live in 

when Helen’s murder takes place in that house. 

The riddle of a past murder slowly unfolds when Gwenda visits London to meet 

Raymond West, Giles’cousin. With his wife, Joan. Raymond takes Gwenda and Miss Marple 

to the cinema to watch “Duchess of Malfi”; a drama. The final part of the drama surprises 

Gwenda with a valuable clue. “Shut your face, I can't stand to see him die young”, said an 

actor on stage. Gwenda gasped, screamed, screamed hysterically. 

The part that finally makes Gwenda have a flashback to her past, her childhood at the 

Hillside house. What happened at the cinema invited Miss Marple to investigate. Miss 

Marple is a well-known detective with a reputation for solving difficult cases. Some of these 



problems have attracted the attention of researcher to conduct a more in-depth study and 

analysis related to the problem of “crime”. This research will use a criminological approach 

with the perspective of Abraham Maslow and Ruth Sonle Cavan and will use descriptive 

analysis as a research method. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the description of the background above, the researcher has two problem 

formulations as follows; 

1.2.1 How are the motives for the crime in Agatha Christie's novel “Sleeping Murder”? 

1.2.2 What are the types of crime in Agatha Christie's novel “Sleeping Murder” 

1.3 Scope of the Research 

In this study, researcher only focus on the motives and types of criminals in the novel 

“Sleeping Murder” by Agatha Christie. 

 

1.4 Objective of the Research 

From the explanation in the problem formulation above, the objectives of this research 

are: 

1.4.1 To Analyze the motives of crime in the novel “Sleeping Murder” by Agatha Christie. 

1.4.2 To investigate the types of crimes in the novel “Sleeping Murder” by Agatha Christie. 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

1.5.1 Theoretical Significance 

This research is expected to provide knowledge to readers in analyzing literary works, 

especially in analyzing intrinsic and extrinsic elements in novels. 

1.5.2 Practical Significance 



This research is expected to help readers in analyzing literary works and understanding 

the novel “Sleeping Murder”, as well as being a reference source for other researchers at the 

Faculty of Cultural Sciences, Khairun University. 

1.6 Review of Related Study 

To support this research, the researcher tried to look at previous studies related to this 

research. 

First, research conducted by Putri (2018), a student majoring in Japanese Literature, 

Faculty of Humanities, Andalas University. with the research title "Motives of Murderers in 

Yougisha x No Kenshin Novel". This research uses a literary psychology approach and 

Abraham Maslow's hierarchy of basic needs theory. The method used in this study is a 

qualitative descriptive method. The results of the research that have been carried out show 

that there are basic needs in Yasuko, Misato and Ishigami as perpetrators of murder that are 

not fulfilled, namely the need for security and the need for love and existence. Disruption of 

these two needs is the basic motive of the killer.  

The difference between the research conducted by Putri and the researcher's research 

lies in the approach used is literary psychology, while the researcher uses criminology as an 

approach, and also the object of research, namely the novel used is different from the object 

of research used by the researcher, lastly. Putri analyzes the motives of the murderers, while 

the researcher raises the motives and types of crimes as the formulation of the research 

problem. 

 Second, The research conducted by Samallo (2012), a student majoring in Japanese 

Literature, Faculty of Humanities, Padjadjaran University. With the research title “Motives of 

Criminals in “Moeru” Part of Higashino Keigo’s work entitled “Tantei Galileo”. in this study 

examines the motives of the crimes committed by the perpetrators in the chapter “Moeru” 

part of the novel by Higashino Keigo, using the humanistic psychology approach of Abraham 



Maslow, especially the theory of Basic Needs Hierarchy, the method of collecting data is by 

studying literature, by writing descriptive analysis. 

The difference between the research conducted by Samallo and the researcher’s 

research lies in the formulation of the problem, the problem formulation used by Samallo is 

only on the motives of the perpetrators of the crime, while the researcher has two problem 

formulations, namely the motive and type of crime, the difference also lies in the approach 

that Samallo uses, namely the humanistic psychology approach. with the concept of a 

hierarchy of basic needs that is used to see the motives of criminals, while the researcher uses 

a criminological approach with the concept of a hierarchy of basic needs from Abraham 

Maslow and a typology of crime from Ruth Sonle Cavan. This is a novel that is used 

differently. 

1.7 Theoretical Bases 

 To support this research in analyzing the motives of the perpetrators and the types of 

criminals, the researcher uses several theories and concepts which are described below: 

1.7.1 Definition of Criminology 

Criminology is used as an approach to see the problem of crime, in this case the 

motives of crime and the types of crime in the novel “Slepping Murder”. 

Criminology etymologically comes from the word crimen which means crime and logos 

which means science, so criminology is the study of crime. The term criminology was first 

popularized by a French anthropologist, F. Topinard. Before the term criminology was used, 

criminal anthropology was a widely used term (Raid: 1979: 24). The study of scientific crime 

(criminology) was born in the 19th century b , marked by the birth of criminal statistics in 

France in 1826, or after the publication of the book “L’uomo delinquent” by Cesare 

Lombrosso in 1876. (Bonger 1977: 21). 



 According to Bonger in Mustafa (2007), Criminology is a science that aims to 

investigate crimes as widely as possible. In general, criminology aims to study crime in 

various aspects, so it is hoped that it can gain an understanding of the phenomenon of crime 

more radically. Criminology always looks at crimes, perpetrators of crimes and their causes, 

as well as the relationship between perpetrators of crimes and victims of crimes who are 

considered to have a role or contribution to the crime itself. The scope of criminology 

according to Muhammad Mustafa (2007:2) includes: 

1) Crime, deviant behavior, and delinquency 

2) The pattern of criminal behavior and the causes of the crime. 

3) Victim of crime. 

4) The social reaction of society to crime. 

1.7.2Definition of Crime 

The definition of crime needs to be explained so that this research has a benchmark of 

what is called crime. 

Crime is a behaviour that we spontaneously catch as an act that harms other people or 

the general public, when viewed from a juridical/legal sense, crime is any action that is 

contrary to the law in this case is criminal law or conventional laws and applies in a particular 

country, but not all of the so-called criminal acts are formulated in law, crime is not merely a 

legal limitation, which means there are certain actions which certain communities perceive as 

“evil” or violating ethically agreed norms, this law is called sociological law. 

According to Arif Gosita (2004:117), crime is a result of interaction, and because of the 

intercalation between existing phenomena and influencing each other. Where crimes are not 

only formulated by criminal law but also actions that cause suffering and cannot be justified 

and considered evil, are not or have not been formulated in law due to certain situations and 



conditions. Meanwhile, according to Kartini Kartono (1992:122), she describes the definition 

of crime, namely: 

1) Juridically, crime is behavior that is contrary to human moral (immoral), detrimental 

to society (asocial). And violate the law and criminal law. 

2) Sociologically, crime is all forms of speech, action and behavior that are 

economically, politically, and psychologically very detrimental to society, violate 

morals, and attack the safety of community members (both those listed in the law 

and those not listed in the criminal law). 

1.7.3 Hierarchy of Basic Needs 

This study uses Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of basic needs to explain how the 

motives for crime is in the novel “Sleeping Murder”. 

The hierarchy of needs is a theory of basic human needs put forward by Abraham 

Maslow, Maslow argues that all humans are born with universal needs that encourage a 

person to grow and develop, to actualize themselves, to make everything as far as one's 

ability. The potential for growth and psychological health is there. In addition, a person's 

potential is fulfilled or actualized depending on individual and social forces that promote or 

hinder self-actualization (Minderop 2016: 279). 

The theory put forward by Abraham Maslow explains a hierarchy of needs in five 

levels or levels of basic needs in humans, including: physiological needs, security, love and 

belonging, self-esteem, and self-actualization. every level of need from the most basic in 

humans must be relatively fulfilled before being motivated by needs at higher levels. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 1.1 

Hierarchy of Basic Needs By Abraham Maslow 

The basic needs at the lowest level are physiological needs which are non-static needs 

(an effort to maintain a balance of physical elements) or a clear need for food, water, air, 

sleep, sex along with the satisfaction of needs that are very important for survival 

(Minderop,2016: 283). After a person's physiological needs are relatively fulfilled, then the 

individual will be motivated to fulfill the need for a sense of security. 

Basically, the need for security is an effort to maintain life in the long term. This need 

includes assurance of stability, protection, order, free from fear and anxiety and and legal 

structures (Minderop,2016:283). When the need for security has been met, then someone will 

be moved to fulfill the next need, namely the need for belonging and love. 

The need for belonging and love can be fulfilled by joining a group or association, 

accepting values and characteristics or wearing uniforms in order to feel a sense of belonging. 

The fulfillment of one's love can build a close relationship with other people, in this 

relationship giving and receiving love is very important. A person is very sensitive to 

loneliness, isolation, environmental rejection, and loss of friends or love. Therefore, many 



groups have sprung up to escape from these feelings because of the failure to achieve love 

and belonging (Minderop,2016:283). After the need for a sense of belonging and love relative 

is met, the individual will be moved to the next need, namely the need for a sense of 

appreciation. 

 According to Maslow, the need for a sense of appreciation is divided into two, 

namely: 

1) self-respect is the need for strength, mastery, competence, potential, self-confidence, 

independence and freedom. 2) receive awards from others, in the form of prestige 

needs, self-esteem from others, status, fame, domination, being an important person, 

honor, acceptance and appreciation. A person needs to know that he / she knows 

well and is assessed well by others (Minderop, 2016: 284) with the fulfillment of the 

need for appreciation, the individual will be driven to the highest and last need, 

namely, the need for self-actualization. 

2) Self-actualization needs are basically the efforts of an individual to maximize their 

full potential. Self-actualization is the desire to gain self-satisfaction, to realize all of 

her potential, to become anything she can do, and to be creative, and free to reach 

the peak of her achievements. 

The needs which are called first (physiological) and second (safety) are sometimes 

classified with primary needs and at the next level are called secondary needs. Maslow argues 

in (Feist and Feist, 2010). Murder can occur when basic human needs are not met. In this 

study, the researcher found only two motives related to Agatha Christie’s novel “Sleeping 

Murder”, namely belongingness and love needs and security needs. 

1.7.4 Definition of Motive  

 The definition of motive needs to be explained in order to find out what is called the 

motive of crime in the novel “Sleeping Murder”. 



Motive is a reasons that encourages someone to do something. In the context of crime, 

it means an impulse that is contained in the inner attitude of the perpetrator to commit crimes. 

In the context of criminology, there are various motives for crime, Motivation is a term that 

comes from the word motive, which is defined as the strength that exists in an individual, and 

causes the individual to act or act (Hamzah,2008:3). 

Another opinion regarding the definition of motivation says that motivation is seen as a 

mental drive that moves and directs human behavior (Dimyati and Mudjiono,2009:80). 

Motivation contains three main components, namely: 1) Moving; 2) Motivation also directs 

or channels behavior; 3) Support and maintain behavior (Ngalim,2003:27). From the meaning 

put forward by Mc.Donald contains three important elements: 1) that this motivation initiates 

a change in energy in every human being; 2) motivation is characterized by the emergence of 

a person’s feeling, affection; 3) motivation will be stimulated because of a goal (Wibowo, 

2017:153). 

1.7.5 The Types of Criminals  

 This study uses the type of crime from Ruth Sonle Cavan to explain the type of crime 

in the novel “Sleeping Murder”. 

According to Cavan (1953) divides crime into nine types, namely: 

1) The white–collar criminal, are those who commit crimes related to their positions, 

such as corruption, manipulating tax obligations, smuggling, law enforcement mafia 

and lawbreakers; 

2) The mentally abnormal Crime is a crime committed by abnormal people, for 

example psychopaths and also psychopathic sufferers. 

In this study the researcher found only two types related to Agatha Christie’s novel 

“Sleeping Murder”, namely the white-collar criminal and the mentally abnormal crime. 

1.7.6 Definition and Characteristics of Psychopath 



The definition and characteristics of psychopaths need to be explained to support the 

mentally abnormal type of crime. The definition of a psychopath according to Singgih 

Dirgagunarsah (1998), a psychopath is a psychological barrier that causes sufferers to have 

difficulty adjusting to social norms that exist in their environment. Psychopaths display a 

great egocentric attitude. It was as if all the benchmarks for all his actions were himself. 

Psychopathic perpetrators are individuals who have high charisma, dress well, and are 

educated so that it is not uncommon for many to be deceived by their appearance (Cleckley, 

1988:188). Meanwhile, according to Kartini Kartono (2000), a psychopath is a form of 

mental confusion which is characterized by the absence of personal organization and 

integration so that a psychopath can never be morally responsible and there are always 

conflicts with social and legal norms. 

Psychopathic personality traits according to Hare (2011). 

1) Fluent and charming, Psychopaths are usually individuals who are able to show and 

present themselves well so that they are usually liked by many people. 

2) Egocentric, self-confidence is very high and makes them look at other people with 

one eye, causing the emergence of a sense of selfishness. 

3) Have no guilt, Psychopaths are individuals who show a lack of concern for their 

actions that harm others. For them it is none of their business. They often frankly feel 

no guilt or remorse about it, even in calm circumstances. 

4) Unable to feel empathy, the lack of empathy in psychopaths makes them able to 

torture others, one of which is killing. 

5) Manipulative, manipulation is a natural thing that psychopaths do. 

6) Poor emotion, a psychopath experiences emotional poverty and has a limit to the 

depth of his feelings. 



7) Impulsive, psychopaths act according to their own will with the reason they want to 

do it. 

8) Irresponsible, obligations or commitments are things that psychopaths really avoid. 

9) Anti-social, Associated with socialization relationships, psychopaths generally do not 

have good relationships with others. 

  



1.8 Conceptual Scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 1.2 

Conceptual Scheme 

Based on the chart above, the focus of this study is the motives of the perpetrators of 

crime which are divided into two categories, and the type of criminals with two categories, 

this study will use a criminological perspective with a descriptive analysis method. 

1.9 Method of The Research 

Methods are ways of understanding reality, systematic steps for analyzing cause and 

effect. The method serves to simplify the problem so that it makes it easier for each 

researcher to take careful steps in analyzing and understanding the problem. This research 

uses descriptive analysis method. 

1.9.1 Descriptive Method of Analysis 

“SLEEPING MURDER” 

By Agatha Christie 
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According to Semi (2012:23) the descriptive method is a method that does not use 

numbers, but uses appreciation of the interactions between concepts that are being studied 

empirically. Descriptive research method aims to describe and explain the object of research, 

in this case the problem formulation in the novel. 

1.10. Data Collection Techniques 

In this study, researcher used data collection techniques with reference to two data 

sources, namely, primary data which is none other than Agatha Christie's novel “Sleeping 

Murder”, and secondary data, namely through literature review. This research is more 

precisely referred to as library research. The data collection technique is carried out in three 

ways, namely: 

1.10.1 Reading Comprehension 

The first technique it to read Agatha Christie's novel “Sleeping Murder”. Researcher 

read the novel repeatedly and continuously in order to understand the contents of the novel. 

This technique is used to make it easier for researcher to identify and classify novel facts, or 

events related to the formulation of the problems 

1.10.2 Library Research 

The second technique, the researcher uses library research to find and combine data in 

the novel, namely the primary data is the novel “Sleeping Murder” itself and secondary data, 

namely books, journals, theses and essays. 

1.10.3 Internet Browsing 

The third technique, it is use the internet or the world wide web to find data related to 

this research. Searching techniques are very helpful for researcher, especially in finding 

comparative data to be used as a reference as well as to show the authenticity of this research. 

1.11 Data Analysis Techniques 

1.11.1 Classification 



Researcher need to classify content in novels related to the formulation of the problem. 

The content classification is adjusted to a plot that describes the motives of the perpetrator of 

the crime and the criminal type. Classification is also carried out in dialogue and expressions 

which are considered closely related to the formulation of the problem and constitute a 

structure that builds the story's content. 

1.11.2 Interpretation 

In this section, the researcher interprets the contents of the novel and the dialogues or 

expressions used by the writer are related to the problem formulation. So that interpretation 

does not go beyond, then interpretation still refers to the grammatical structure and semantics 

of dialogue. 

1.11.3 Explanation 

The data collected will be categorized, grouped into several variables, such as the 

belongingness and love needs, safety needs, mentally abnormal Criminal, The white collar 

crime,while still referring to the perspective of criminology, and descriptive analysis 

methods. 

1.12. Systematic of Writing 

Chapter 1 is an introduction that contains the background, problem formulation, 

research object, research limitations, research objectives, literature review, theoretical basis, 

approaches used in research, conceptual framework, research methods and techniques, data 

collection techniques, data analysis techniques, systematics writing, and bibliography. The 

title of this research is “Motives and types of criminals in the novel sleeping murder” by 

Agatha Christie, using a criminological approach. 

This title is based on the researcher’s view of the problem formulation. The background 

of this research contains a brief description of the problem formulation made in a narrative 



manner. The focus of this research is on two problems, namely (1) about the motives of 

crime. (2) about the type of crime. 

The benefits of this research certainly provide additional knowledge for researchers. 

Researcher use literature studies to ensure that this research can avoid plagiarism. Thus, three 

studies belonging to other researchers need to be described briefly. The theoretical basis in 

this study contains several main concepts related to the formulation of the problem under 

study. The conceptual framework is used in this study so that it can serve as a tool to 

understand the flow of analysis and the flow of thought of researcher in relation to the 

formulation of the problem. 

Chapter II contains the author, namely the background of the author's life, career and 

works that have been written. Chapter III is data analysis, which is about the results obtained 

from the data that has been identified, calculated based on its accuracy and studied carefully 

according to the formulation of the research problem. Chapter IV contains research 

conclusions and suggestions. 

 

 


